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Are you using this master
index to the news?
When you a r e trying to run down facts t h a t have appeared in the news,
there's no substitute for The New York Times Index.
It's the only service t h a t classifies and summarizes the news alphabetically
and chronologically under subject, person and organization names. And i t
covers the whole scope of the news-there a r e over 20,000 references in
each twice-a-month issue.
To busy librarians the Index offers these three advantages:
1. It's the quickest way to locate a news item or story in a file of

The New York Times.
2. As each reference shows the original publication date of the event,

it's a guide to the stories t h a t appeared in other newspapers, and
in the news magazines.
3. Important events are summarized-with

enough details in many
cases to eliminate the need for further research.

If you have not been using The New York Times Index, now's the time t o
have us enter your 1955 subscription to the twice-a-month edition. The
full year's service-24 issues-will cost only $35. For only $15 more ($50
in all) you can have your subscription include the 1954 Cumulative Annual
1701ume,now in preparation.
In saving you so much time, the service will pay for itself quickly. Send
your order in today.
The New York Times Index

229 West 4 3 r d Street, New York 36, N. Y.
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Books that Command Attention
Kurun:

AROUND THE WORLD, 1949-1952

B y Jaques-Yves le Toumelin. T h e day-by-day account o f a young m a n w h o
performed a modern miracle b y sailing a small boat completely around t h e
world. T o u m e l i n is a k e e n observer and his tense, often-poetic descriptions o f
sailing, t h e people h e m e t , t h e fascinating places h e visited, and his exciting and
o f t e n d a n g ~ r o u sexperiences m a k e t h i s a classic sea adventure. W i t h a n appendix
discussing techniques o f sailing, and lavishly illustrated w i t h photographs, maps,
and diagrams. $5.00

The White Desert
B y John Giaever, leader o f t h e Norweigian-British-SwedishAntarctic Expedition
A graphic, authoritative record o f a two-year international expedition amid t h e
snows and virgin mountains o f Q u e z n Maud Land. Giaever's vivid, intimate
picture o f l i f e and scientific study under almost impossible conditions has b e e n
called " t h e liveliest and best account o f a n Antarctic expedition" b y t h e President
o f t h e Royal Geographical Society. W i t h 16 pages o f photographs, maps, and
diagrams. $5.00

Marvels of industrial Science
B y Captain Burr W . Leyson, author o f M a n , R o c k e t s and Space
I n simple, non-technical language, here are t h e m o s t important, fascinating, and
recent scientific developments - their discovery, manufacture b y m o d e m industrial methods, and uses: synthetic fabrics, plastics, revolutionary building materials, silicones, t h e atomic battery, etc. W i t h photographs and diagrams. $3.50

T h e first easy-to-read, hard-hitting word-and-picture b o o k s t o give t h e
t r u t h about t h e t w o most potent political forces t h e world has ever k n o w n

What i s Democracy?
and

What is Communism?
Edited b y Richard M. Ketchum
T h e facts about C o m m u n i s m and Democracy, w i t h m u c h material f r o m
hitherto unavailable sources, told so simply and e f f e c t i v e l y t h a t t h e
U . S . government has purchased large quantities o f each book for free
distribution overseas. 192 pages, h a l f t e x t and h a l f pictures. Coming
April 29. $2.95 each.

Your Career in Physics
B v Philiv Pollack, author o f Careers and Opportunities in Science
c b m p t e t e ; thoroughly researched, informally - w r i t t e n information for anyone,
male or female, w h o wants t o m a k e t h i s expanding field his l i f e work. Up-to-date
material o n opportunities, jobs, qualifications, aptitudes, latest developments,
opportunities i n t h e armed forces, a list o f colleges offering courses; plus a
bibliography and appendix. Illustrated. M a y 31. $2.75

E. P. DUTTON & CO.

300 Fourth Avenue, N e w York 10, N.
-- -
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Completely flexible, the Contourao-Constat@ is the truly
portable photocopier. A time-saving tool for any research
project, the Contoura-Constat gives quick, crisp, error-free
copies of anything printed, written or drawn. Wall charts,
maps, metal plaques, blueprints, ledgers, record booksall can be copied right where they are. And, the Contoura's
special plastic light cushion lets you copy tightly bound
book pages without the usual distortion at the binding.
The Contoura-Constat i s ready for travel - t h e sturdy,
lightweight carrying case i s part of the equipment.

F. G. L U D W IG, In C.

I

7 5 8 Coulter Street

OM Saybrook, con..

NEW!
Doctoral Dissertations Accepted by
American Universities: 1953 -19 5 4

I

by Arnold H. Trotier and Marian Harman

312 pp.

$8.00

T h i s n e w 21st uolume lists exactly 9000 dissertations. T h e many
tables show distributiolz of doctorates b y subject and list t h e
colleges which abstract dissertations.

Vertical File Index
Formerly Vertical File Service Catalog
Published monthly

- $5.00

Including Annual Cumulations ($7.00 foreign)

T h e Vertical File Index is a monthly publication w i t h awnual
cumulations, listing all printed pamphlets, booklets, leaflets, and
even mimeographed material. O m t h e average, 1 / 3 of t h e roughly
400 titles indexed ilz each monthly issue can be obtained FREE.
Indispensable for research in all fields.

I

1

ORDER NOW!

950 University Ave.

THE H. W. WILSON CO.

New York 52
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WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC.
SALEAND ACQUISITION
OF

*

Scientific ~eriodicals:complete sets, short runs,
single volumes -- all fields, all languages

*
*

Scientific books: out-of-print - domestic, foreign

*

All new books of U. S. and foreign publishers

Complete subscription service for domestic and foreign
periodicals

Send requirements and offers to

WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC.
125 East 23 Street, New York 10, N. Y.
Cable address: BOOKJOHNS, N. Y.
Telephone: ORegon 7-67 13
Branch Offices: London and Frankfurt am Main
Catalogues available on request

1

Just reprinted!

PIERRE DUHEM

Le Systeme du Monde
lI

Histoire des Doctrines Cosmologiques d e Platon a Copernic
Six Volumes
The Set, Unbound $52.20 . . . . . Bound $72.00
All volumes available separately:
Each, Unbound $8.70
. . . . . . Bound $12.00

Vols. 1-5 have been out-of-print and rare for many
years; vol. 6 is now published for the first time.

STECHERT. HAFNER, INC.
FOUNDED IN NEW YORK 1872

The World's Leading International Booksellers
31 EAST~ O T HSTREET,
NEWYORK3, N. Y.
Please Mention Special Libraries When Answering Advertisements

SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION
"Putting Knowledge to Work"
THE FORTY-SIXTH ANNUAL SLA CONVENTION WILL TAKE PLACE JUNE 12-16, 1955 AT THE
HOTEL STATLER, DETROIT, MICHIGAN

OFFICERS
President
GRETCHEND. LITTLE
Atlas Powder Company, Wilmington, Delaware
First Vice-president and President-Elect
CHESTERM. LEWIS
The New York Times, New York, N. Y.
Second Vice-president
ISABELLA
M. FROST
Lansing Library Service, Oakland, California
Secretary
MARGARET
A. FIRTH
United Shoe Machinery Corporation
Beverly, Massachusetts
Treasurer
BURTONW. ADKINSON
Library of Congress, Washington, D. C.

DIRECTORS
HELENMARYPYLE
Sun Oil Co., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
MRS. NELL STEINMETZ
Pacific Aeronautical Library
Los Angeles, California
EUGENEB. JACKSON
National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics
Washington, D. C.
CLARAG. MILLER
Imperial Oil, Ltd., Toronto, Ontario, Canada
SARAM. PRICE
The Port of New York Authority
New York, New York
ELSE L. SCHULZE
Procter & Gamble Co., Ivorydale, Ohio
Immediate Past-President
MRS. LUCILEL. KECK
Joint Reference Library, Chicago, Illinois
OFFICIAL JOURNAL

SPECIAL LIBRARIES
SPONSORED PERIODICAL
TECHNICAL BOOK REVIEW INDEX
Subscription, $7.50 a year
($8.00 Foreign)

MEMBERSHIPDUES SCHEDULE:Institutional,
$30; Active, $10; Associate, $5; Student,
$2; Sustaining, $50; Life, $250.
For qualifications, privileges and further
information, write to the Executive Secretary, Special Libraries Association, 3 1 East
Tenth Street, New York 3, N. Y.

PUBLICATIONS
1949

$1.75

A Brief for Corporation Libraries. 1949

$1.75

Classification Scheme and Subject Headings List Loan Collection of SLA. Rev. Ed.
1951

$1.50

Contributions Toward A Special
1950
Library Glossary. 2nd Ed.

$1.25

Aviation Subject Headings.

Correlation Index Document Series
and P B Reports.
1953 $10.00
Creation and Development of an
1949
Insurance Library. Rev. Ed.
Directory of Special Libraries.
Fakes and Forgeries in the Fine
Arts.
Map Collections in the U. S. and
Canada, A Directory.
Nicknames of American Cities,
Towns and Villages Past and
Present.
Numerical Index to the Bibliography of Scientific and Industrial Reports, Vols. 1-10.
SLA Directory of Members.
Source List of Selected Labor
Statistics. Rev. Ed.
Subject Headings for Asronautical Engineering Libraries.
Subject Headings for Financial
Libraries
Technical Libraries, Their Organization and Management.
Visual Presentation. Our Library.

$2.00

1953 $10.00
1950

$1.75

1954

$3.00

1951

$2.00

1949 $10.00
1951 $4.00
1953

$2.00

1949

$4.00

1954

$5.00

1951 $6.00
1953 $10.00

SPECIAL LIBRARIES,published monthly September to April, bi-monthly May to August,
by Special Libraries Association, Editorial
Offices, 3 1 East Tenth Street, New York 3,
N. Y. Publication Office: Rea Building,
704 Second Avenue, Pittsburgh 19, Pa.
SUBSCRIPTIONS:$7 a year;
single copies 75 cents.

foreign

$7.50;

MANUSCRIPTS
submitted for publication must
be typed, double space, on only one side of
the paper. Mail manuscripts to Editor.
REPRINTSmay be ordered immediately prior
to or following publication. Send reprint
orders to Executive Secretary.

Entered as second-class matter February 5 1947, at the Post Office in Pittsburgh. Pa.. under
the Act of March 3. 1879. Acceptance for mail& at speclal rate of postage provided for in the
Act of February 28. 1925, authorized February 5. 1947.
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lmpsrtant New Books for Special Libraries

SELECTING A N D DEVELOPING
FIRST-LINE SUPERVISORS
By GEORGED. HALSEY
Author of "Handbook of Personnel Management," etc.
The first comprehensive manual of methods and techniques in the increasingly
important field of first-line supervision and development. Based on the best
current practices in a variety of large firms, this book will be an invaluable
guide for plant and division managers, supervisory development committees,
and personnel and training directors. "I don't know when I've read a better book
Director of Personnel Relaon any phase of personnel work." - J. J. MORROW,
tions, Pitney-Bowes, Inc.
$3.50

AMERICA'S RESOURCES
OF SPECIALIZED TALENT
A Current Appraisal and a Look Ahead

Here for the first time is an authoritative body of information as to this
country's resources of talented and trained personnel in the fields of the sciences,
engineering, business, commerce and other professions. Businessmen, especially
personnel executives, and vocational counselors will find invaluable this projection
of specialist needs and the possibility of their fulfillment - as set forth from the
Report of the Commission on Human Resources and Advanced Training. "Will
undoubtedly become a standard reference in its field." -New York Times. $4.00

ADVERTISING IN MODERN RETAILING
By CARRIEMILLS ROWLAND,
Advertising Consultant
"Valuable to anyone in the advertising or retailing field." - STANLEY
MARCUS,
President, Neiman-Marcus. The first modem guide to the actual practice of
advertising in the retail store today. Describes how advertising is planned,
budgeted, designed and placed through the different levels of the store management and in coordination with the various merchandise divisions of the store.
Especially useful to the small or medium-size store outside metropolitan areas.
$4.50

AT YOUR BOOKSTORE OR FROM

Department 32

HARPER & BROTHERS 49 EXrdSt.,NewY ork 16, N. Y.
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SLA Transportation Division Issue
Information on transportation, shipping, distribution and related areas
is required by most SLA members at one time or another.
LIBRARIES
has been preSpecial material for publication in SPECIAL
pared by a representative group from the SLA Transportation Division,
selected by Sara M. Price, chairman of the Transportation Division, and
Grace Reynolds, editor of the Transportation Division Bulletin.
A bird's-eye view of the wide range of subject interests and the
availability of special material is presented here, together with a brief
review of organization background, history and development.

Library Service in the
Transportation Association of America
CATHERINE
ANNEPEARCE
Librarian, Transportation Association of America, Chicago, Illinois

T

HE TRANSPORTATION
ASSOCIATION The Association is a research and
of America was organized in 1935 educational institution and the library
as a clearing house for all forms of is an important part of the organization.
The library was founded in 1945 as
transport-rail, motor, air, water, freight
forwarder and pipe line -and for users a part of the Research Division, and reof transportation and investors in trans- ports to the Vice President of Research.
Its main objective is to serve the whole
portation.
The main objectives of the Associa- orgenization with its nine branch offices,
tion are to determine and seek the including the Association's members,
adoption of sound national policies for the National Cooperative Project, the
the conduct and regulation of transpor- Board of Directors, and the employees.
tation in the public interest, to develop
In this connection the library checks
a widespread public appreciation of the all publications, speeches, and stateimportance of transportation, its prob- ments made by the Association and is
lems and its future, and to resist all responsible for all statistics included
measures and trends leading to federal therein. As a part of the Association's
ownership of any form of transportation. educational program, the library serves
It is not a trade association, for its the general public and outside organimembers include individuals, corpora- zations, with particular emphasis on
tions, and partnerships engaged in agri- schools and students.
culture, industry, finance, wholesale and
The collection, consisting of approxiretail trades, as well as in transporta- mately fifteen hundred books, seventytion. I t is not concerned with the pro- five magazines and several thousand
motion of one form of transport against clippings, lays particular emphasis on
another, but seeks to represent what is the legal, regulatory and financial asbest for the public interest. As such an pects of transportation, with a secondorganization, it enjoys the active sup- ary emphasis on general financial conport and cooperation of national trade ditions for comparative purposes.
organizations representing all forms of
Because of the emphasis on transcommon carriers.
portation regulation, a large part of the

book collection consists of government ticles, and can make available at all
documents. When Congress is in session, times extra copies of magazine articles
the library follows legislation carefully or clippings.
with the help of the Washington office,
Probably the most important section
the various government indexing ser- of the library is the clipping file. Six
vices and the Congressional Record, daily newspapers and all current trade
which is read daily and indexed. The periodicals are checked for current
library manages to have a complete set transportation news.
of any legislation affecting transportaThese clippings form the basis of
tion, not only for the library files but What's Happening in Transportation, a
for distribution when necessary.
news summary issued twice a month by
The book collection is cataloged the library. This news summary is cirwith intensive subject headings. We use culated to all our members, professors
no classification system, but shelve the of transportation and any other intermaterial alphabetically by author. The ested groups. As its title implies it concatalog itself is used almost entirely sists of brief transportation items culled
by the librarians.
from current sources and assembled in
Requests are for specific material one place.
rather than for everything available on
The library issues also a restricted
a subject. For this reason, a classificanews summary which circulates only to
tion system has never been deemed members of our staff. This too is issued
necessary.
twice a month.
The material is all cataloged in the
Obviously the clipping files are our
library; most of our collection is too
most important sources of information.
ephemeral for Library of Congress cards.
The clippings are kept by date in subWe add approximately forty items to
ject files and are weeded frequently.
the collection each month.
In the same files with the clippings
This material is listed in a monthly
accession list distributed to the staff. It we keep our booklets and ephemeral
is also listed with annotations in our material, in order that it may be readily
weekly house organ. We lend material available. None of this material is catto all the branch offices from Washing- aloged, although our subject headings
ton to San Francisco. No time limit is for files are made as synonymous with
placed on these loans and in many the catalog subject headings as is possible.
The library receives all types of recases the material is kept on permanent
quests
from the most complex to the
!oan by the branch office with only a
most elementary. We cooperate with
yearly check on its availability.
Orders for all books, services and colleges, universities and elementary
periodicals in the Association, no mat- schools by distributing to the students
ter what branch office or individual, general material on transportation.
On the other hand, from our staff,
must be cleared through the library.
This facilitates record keeping. We are our members, and cooperating trade asfree to acquire such material as is neces- sociations, we receive requests for insary, and we do not function on a set formation which are highly involved
and may often require interpretation of
budget.
All the magazines are read in the material as well. Consequently, we keep
library, indexed and marked for clip- research files with the answers to such
pings. We do not keep any magazine questions, in case, as often happens, the
more than a year except those basic to request reappears. We are fortunate
transportation, and these magazines are that our cooperating trade associations
ordered in duplicate so that the clip- have in most cases excellent libraries
pings are available also. The library is- and this makes exchange of information
sues a bimonthly index of magazine ar- very easy.
SPECIAL LIBRARIES

Institute o f Trcxns~mrtationand
Traffic Engineering Library
BEVERLY
HICKOK
Librarian, Instifute of Transportation and Traffic Engineering,
University of California, Richmond, California

I

1947 THE LEGISLATURE
of the
State of California recognized the
need for positive action to help solve
the traffic problems of the state. Various laws were passed aimed a t improving transportation, and one of these
established the Institute of Transportation and Traffic Engineering at the University of California.
The Institute was directed to conduct both instruction and research in
the design, construction, operation, and
maintenance of all forms of public
transportation with particular emphasis
on highways and airports. In the field
of research, attention was officially directed to the interrelated problems of
highway design, traffic control, and highway safety.
In May 1948 the Institute was activated and offices were established on
both the Los Angeles and Berkeley
campuses, functioning within the Departments of Engineering, with headquarters in Berkeley. The staff was
gathered carefully, and the Institute
now has a group of some twenty-five
professional and fifteen supporting personnel. An effort was made t o assemble
N
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men with both practical and academic
experience who were specialists in some
phase of transportation.
The policy of the Institute is determined by an Executive Committee
and by an Advisory Committee composed of some twenty outstanding individuals with various transportation
viewpoints representing both public and
private organizations in the state.
T h e Institute office in Berkeley was
situated in temporary buildings on the
campus until May 1952, at which time
it moved to a new headquarters building a t the recently established Engineering Field Station of the University
of California a t Richmond. At present
the fenced area of the Station consists
of some sixty acres, and there are approximately twenty research projects
functioning. A university bus is provided which makes an hourly trip between the campus and the Station,
taking about twenty minutes each way.
Graduate students in the Institute,
seventeen of whom are enrolled this
semester, are offered a selection of
courses a t Berkeley such as highway
design, planning and economics, traffic

engineering, airport planning and design, airport and highway surfaces, as
well as the opportunity to undertake
individual research work.
Undergraduates may select a transportation option in the last two years
of the Civil Engineering curriculum a t
Berkeley. At Los Angeles, the primary
interest is driver psychology as opposed
to studies of the highway or the vehicle
which are featured at Berkeley.
In addition to courses offered on the
two campuses, the Institute offers a variety of extension services to keep men
in the field up to date on recent developments. The most important of
these is the annual California Street
and Highway Conference which attracts highway and traffic men from
all over the state. The 1954 Conference
was attended by 458 men.
As is stated in the law setting up the
Institute, research is as important a
function of the Institute as education.
In general, the projects fall under the
following subject categories: highway
economics and administration, materials and structures, traffic engineering,
driver behavior and accidents, vehicle
equipment and operating factors, air
transport, and instrumentation.
The Institute issues a variety of publications, most of which are mailed on
request to interested individuals and
agencies. The Quarterly Bulletin was
initiated to provide a periodic review
of Institute activity, including the announcement of new publications. Now
in process is a report of the Institute's
activities from 1948 to 1954, which
contains a list of all publications for
that period.
Library History and Description

The Director, Professor Harmer E.
Davis, is a library-minded administrator, acd one of his first acts after his
appointment in 1948 was to hire a librarian to select and order a basic collection in the field of highway transportation. The author was fortunate enough
to be chosen to organize the library and
has been with the Institute ever since.

Two other full-time persons have been
added to the library staff since then.
The l i b r a r y o c c u p i e d increasingly
larger quarters in the Institute's temporary offices on campus and in the
new headquarters building on the Station. Finally in October 1954, as the
result of long planning, the library
moved into its own quarters, built as an
annex to the headquarters building.
The library is housed in a square
room, occupying 2,500 square feet. The
stack area is on the left-hand side of the
entrance, and the study room on the
right. There is actually room for expansion as it will be possible to add fourteen bookcases to the forty-eight already set up in the stacks.
The office is separated from the rest
of the library by a counter across the
front and by a glass partition between
it and the study room. There are windows on two sides of the office, one side
looking out, very appropriately for a
transportation library, on the highway
and the Southern Pacific tracks, which
are about a block away, and the other
side looking out on what will a t some
time in the future be a landscaped
patio. The walls have been painted a
pale yellow-green, the ceiling is of light
acoustical material, the bookcases are
gray, and the vertical files and supply
cabinets are dark green. The whole effect is light, spacious, and informal and
cheerful.
The last monthly report to the Director notes that library holdings consist of 5,445 volumes, approximately
6,880 pamphlets, and some 700 serial
titles, including annual, biennial and
irregular issues. In addition, there is a
rapidly growing visual aid collection,
consisting of some 880 slides, which are
kept in a special cabinet equipped with
a panel which can be illuminated for
easy viewing, 480 visualcasts, 1,140
negatives, 340 prints, and 40 films. Included also are 75 maps, nearly 500
trade catalogs, and in addition, a collection of display pictures.
The subject coverage in the library
is of necessity relatively broad in scope
SPECIAL LIBRARIES

in order to keep pace with the interests
of the Institute. Although it is true that
the Institute's primary concern was and
still is with highway transportation, interests have expanded to cover other
forms of transportation. There is a
strong interest in air transportation,
with the emphasis on airport engineering and economics rather than on aeronautics. Another interest is in railroad
transportation, with the emphasis on
railroad engineering at the present time.
Since most of the staff members are
engineers, the library has a great quantity of material which is of a basic engineering nature. There are publications on highway, airport and bridge
design and construction and also on soil
mechanics and engineering materials.
Also, as might be expected, there is an
extensive collection of traffic engineering material.
In addition to the engineering phases
of transportation, the Institute is interested in the economic and in the related field of highway administration
at all levels of government.
Mass transit in all its forms is always
of major concern. With the Los Angeles
staff in mind, material dealing with
driver psychology, crash injury research,
and the analysis of traffic accidents, is
added to the collection. The Institute
is interested in city planning, since
transportation planning is such an important aspect of that subject.
Illuminating engineering is touched
on by our interest in automobile, highway and airport lighting.
The clientele of the library consists
basically of staff members and graduate students, supplemented by a number from other departments of the University and also from public and private
agencies in the area, as well as from
other special libraries. Most of the library's requests are received by phone
and by letter rather than in person.
The library makes a real effort to
give special services to its users. Magazines are circulated to staff members
despite the inconvenience and the high
percentage of loss.
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Selected magazines are scanned by
the librarian for articles which should
be analyzed or called to the attention
of individual staff members. Also noted
are such items as notices of new publications, meetings of interest to Institute
members, and notices of staff changes
in agencies of specific interest.
A selected list of the library's recent
accessions is issued approximately every
two months and distributed not only to
the staff but to over one hundred interested individuals and agencies throughout the United States and Canada as
well as abroad.
For the convenience of library users,
an effort has been made to develop a
selected union catalog, so that publications of interest in other libraries may
be listed in the catalog.
Pamphlets are cataloged as carefully
as books, and the cards are interfiled in
the main catalog with the cards for the
books and with those for magazine articles so that most of the material available in the library may be found easily
in one catalog. However, there are special catalogs for the visual aid and map
collections.
The library subscribes to four newspapers which are clipped daily and circulated to staff members before being
placed in the vertical file arranged by
subject headings. The librarian makes
periodic visits to other libraries on
campus to obtain information and publications for staff members. Bibliographies are compiled from time to time,
and if there is enough interest in the
subject, mimeographed copies are prepared for distribution.
Perhaps the most satisfying assignment a special librarian ever receives
is to organize a new library and then
to guide its growth over a period of
years. It is especially rewarding to
watch the library grow along with the
parent organization from its very beginnings. It is particularly gratifying to
be associated with so active and forceful an organization in the vital field of
transportation as the Institute of Transportation and Traffic Engineering.

The Pennsylvania Railroad Company

General OfficeLibrary
ELVAM. FERGUSON
Librarian, The Pennsylvania Railroad Company, Philadelphia, Pa.

A

LIBRARYis "old hat7'
for the P e n n s y l v a n i a Railroad
Company. The railroad was not quite
twelve years old when on August 7,
1857 a meeting was held in Altoona,
the site of our Car and Locomotive
Shops, to discuss ways and means of
establishing a library for the use of employees and the townspeople who might
be interested.
On September 13, 1858 a permanent
organization was formed and a librarian appointed. Rooks were collected
from officers of the Company and interested townspeople to form the nucleus of the library. A room over the
ticket office was assigned to the project
and it became the intellectual center of
the town. T h e library was incorporated
May 3, 1860 under the name, Altoona
Mechanics Library and Reading Room
Association.
The Pennsylvania Railroad Company
contributed substantially to the library
and it became one of the finest technical collections of the time. At its peak
it had a total of 65,000 volumes.
COMPANY

Company Libraries

In the early part of this century a
library was organized in Pittsburgh for
the use of the officers and employees
of Pennsylvania Lines West of Pittsburgh. I t was c a t a l ~ g e dand supervised
by a man whose field was personnel.
Charles W. Garrett realized the value
of a company library and gave much
time to collecting important historical
material for the library, as well as current railroad books.
In the General Offices in Philadelphia a similar project was started from
the overflow of small libraries in officials' offices. This collection was placed

under the supervision of the Secretary
of the Company. New books were added
as needed.
I n 1932 the Pittsburgh library was
transferred to Philadelphia. T h e collection continued to expand, and in 1936
a librarian was engaged on a full-time
basis, greatly increasing the effectiveness of the library's ability to render
service when needed.
Historic Information

During the early years the librarian
received inquiries primarily for historic
information. Motion picture directors
asked about uniforms of trainmen in
the early days of railroading, types of
equipment in use during certain periods,
etc. Some inquired about possible routes
for travelers in the past, and novelists
asked similar questions relating to plots
of their stories.
T o provide such information the library makes use of publicatio~~s
dating
from the early 1800's. These include:
The American Railroad Journal from
volume one published in 1832, and continuing, with several changes of title to
the current Railway Locomotives and
Cars. This was a journal of general
railroad news in the early volumes and
because there were so few railroads, the
news was limited; domestic and foreign
news, epidemics and weather disasters
were also reported. Today the journal
covers only a phase of the railroad industry -- equipment. One of our prize
possessions is a n index covering the
Journal from 1832 to 1860.
Monthly timetables and guides were
published very early in the railroad
era. T h e first American Railway Guide,
dated April 1850, listed seventy-two
timetables, and included steamship listSPECIAL LIBRARIES

ings. Our file starts with the June 1851
issue, with scattered issues to 1866.
Appleton's Illustrated Railway and
Steam Navigation Guide was published
monthly from June 1858 to April 1872.
By diligent search we succeeded in procuring at least one issue for every year
and two or three for some years.

1- ); Railway Age (June 1876, vol.
1- ); Railway World (1875, vol. 1-12;
1886); Railway Review (1883, v01.
23; 1926, vol. 79) and others of later
dates of initial publication.
The annual reports of railroad companies in this library cover about 380
companies, of which about ninety are

The predecessor of today's Official
Guide of the Railways was Travelers'
Offcial Railway Guide. ( I t was published under that title from June 1868
to May 1900, when it assumed the
present designation.) Except for seven
omissions in the first two years, the
library has a continuous run through
the current issue.
Besides listing timetables, the Guides
have always been a most valuable
source of reference for information pertaining to dates of inaugurations of
trains; new equipment used on trains;
appointments of new officials, including
their biographies in many instances.
Other contemporary sources of information from early times to the present are Poor's (1860, vol. 1; 1868- )
and Moody's (1900- ) railroad manuals; R a i l r o a d G a z e t t e (1869, vol.

now a part of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company system. The earliest report is the Baltimore & Susquehanna
Railroad Company, dated 1828. About
twenty-five of these reports are of foreign roads in Japan, India, Mexico, etc.
In addition to reports of railroads, those
of industrial, public service, bus and
transit companies are on file.
As the library developed, the emphasis changed tc cover all forms of
transportation and the many subjects
that affect railroads: statistics of commodities carried -iron, steel, coal, etc.;
new mines developed here and abroad;
economic statistics used in studies indicating future trends in business and
in rate cases, for example; financial and
traffic statistics cf airlines and motor
carriers; new railroad equipment, new
stations and new operational practices;
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biographies of newly appointed corporation officials, people in government,
authors on transportation subjects, etc.
The library's holdings include material from the Interstate Commerce
Commission, Civil Aeronautics Board,
Bureau of Public Roads, Commerce Department and Census Bureau, as well
as from associations related to the transportation field.
Periodicals received by subscription
and from other departments total about
one hundred eighty. As would be expected, the railroad field is the most
complete. However, we also receive and
bind Saturday Evening Post, Life, Time
and Fortune.

All articles about the Pennsylvania
Railroad are recorded in the catalog.
Our two company publications, The
Pennsy, and Mutual Magazine, are indexed each month. Two publications
not included in the commercial indices
-Monthly Comment on Transportation
Statistics, issued by the Interstate Commerce Commission, and Modern Railroads -are also indexed because of
their importance as reference material.
The library has grown from 9,000 to
approximately 25,000 volumes. All departments of the General Offices use
the library and its services are also
available to the Regional Offices in
other cities.

Simmons-Boardman Railway Publications*
EDITHC. STONE
Librarian, Simmons-Boardman Publishing Corporation, New York, N. Y.

T

published
by S i m m o n s - B o a r d m a n have a
long and honorable ancestry. Railway
Age, which is probably the most widelyknown, will celebrate its centennial in
1956. It is a combination of three lines
of publications, all of which began their
operations in Chicago: Western Railroad Gazette, Chicago Railway Review,
and Railway Age.
The oldest Simmons-Boardman publication is Railway Locomotives and
Cars, which began publication in 1832
as the American Railroad Journal, and
has been continuously published ever
since. I t has the further distinction of
having been edited from 1849 to 1862
by Henry V. Poor, later editor of Poor's
Manuals. The office of the Journal had
begun from the outset to accumulate
official reports of railways and canals.
Mr. Poor, aware of the value of the
information buried in these reports,
HE RAILWAY MAGAZINES

*Based, with revisions, on a paper presented before the American Council of Railroad Women at the Greenbrier, White Sulphur
Springs, West Virginia, on November 13, 1952.

used them as the basis for a c o m ~ l e t e
railway financial reference work which
was published late in 1860 by the J. H.
Schultz Company.
This work was entitled A History of
the Railroads and Canals of the United
States of America and dealt with "their
progress, cost, revenues, expenditures
and present condition." Two years later
Mr. Poor left the Journal to devote
himself to the establishment of this
service.
Although the Civil War interfered
for several years with carrying out his
plan of continuing the issuance of railway manuals annually, their publication was resumed in 1868 and continued
until 1941 when Poor's Publishing Company was merged with Standard Statistics Company to form Standard and
Poor's Corporation.
Other Simmons-Boardman r a i 1way
publications include Railway Track and
Structures, which began publication as
the Roadmaster and Foreman; Railway
Signaling and Communications, first
published under the title of Signal EnSPECIAL LIBRARIES

gineer; and Railway Freight Traffic,
the newest publication, issued first in
January 1953.
Railway Age has always been noted
for its editorial leadership and has
played an important part in furthering
the interests of the industry. Perhaps
it would be in order to cite some of the
things it has accomplished.
Battle of the Gages

At the Forum on Industrial Journalism held at New York University on
February 24, 1915, Colonel E. A. Simmons, then president of the SimmonsBoardman Publishing Company, stated:
"In the early seventies, when some
railways were laying track and putting
the rails five feet apart while others
were laying them at a distance of threefeet-six-inches, the Railway Age Gazette (then the Railroad Gazette) pointed out the ultimate transcontinental interchanges of traffic and fought, singlehanded, for a gage of uniform width.
With substantially every technical paper
and papers of general circulation against
us, we won with the result that, except
in a few isolated cases, the width from
center to center of rails of every steam
railway in the United States is now
four-feet-eight-and-one-half inches-the
compromise we finally enforced . . .
This fight was known as 'The Battle of
the Gages.'
"Again in the seventies, when George
Westinghouse came into our office with
a model of an air brake under his arm
and on which he had applied for a
patent, we saw the possibilities, and
said so editorially. Even in the nineties
we were still being accused of holding
stock in the Westinghouse Air Brake
Company because we dared to so openly advocate a patented device.
"And the adoption of standard threads
for bolts and nuts was begun, and helped along by one of our editors, Mr.
M. N. Forney, who used to say that we
had published on that subject 'as much
as would make a book as big as the
New Testament, or larger."'
FEBRUARY, 1955

Safety First Movement

In the August 2 1, 1948 issue of Railway Age, a review of the career of
Samuel 0.Dunn, for many years its
editor, includes the following reference
to the "safety first" movement on the
railroads :
"The editor of Railway Age has been
responsible for originating editorial campaigns which produced important and
desirable changes in railroading . . . In
the summer of 1910 he became acquainted with the "safety first" movement, initiated locally by R. C. Richards,
general claim agent of the Chicago &
North Western. He was convinced that
Richards had the solution to the railroad accident problem, which was then
acute. He began at once to campaign in
Railway Age to extend the plan to all
of the railroads in the country. These
efforts were extraordinarily successful,
as railroad accident figures demonstrate."
As an indication of Simmons-Boardman's continued interest in safety, for
five consecutive years, 1948-1952, Railway Age received one of the National
Safety Council's public interest awards
for service to the cause of safety.
In 1930 Railway Age received honorable mention from the Associated Business Papers for outstanding service to
its field for its editorial campaign against
reciprocal buying; and Coverdale & Colpitts, in its report on Streamline, LightWeight, High-speed Passenger Trains,
dated June 30, 1938, says, "Perhaps no
instrumentality not directly engaged in
the construction or operation of railroad trains has done more to promote
and encourage the introduction of the
new types of passenger equipment on
American railroads than has the Railway Age."
H. P. Robinson, editor of Railway
Age in 1898, was instrumental in organizing the American Railway Engineering and Maintenance of Way Association, now the American Railway Engineering Association.
63

Public Relations

In the January 29, 1909 issue of the
Railroad Age Gazette, there appeared
an editorial entitled "Wanted a Diplomatic Corps." In its March 1952 issue,
the Public Relations Journal reprinted
this editorial with the following introduction: "Forty-three years ago, back
in 1909, a member of the editorial staff
of the Railway Age Gazette wrote a
piece for the January 29 issue of that
publication which is notable for three
things : it outlined with remarkable
clarity, in less than 750 words, what
many of us are accustomed to think of
as the 'modern' concept of public relations, about which others have written
millions of words; it indexed the essentially managerial function of public relations by proposing that a vice-president be put in charge of it; and it labelled the art 'public relations', possibly
for the first time in print."
Railway Age played its part in the
spread of diesel motive power on the
railroads-and
in 1952 the editors initiated arrangements designed to demonstrate that commercial television equipment has practical applications in railroad operations. Three recent installations have borne out their enthusiasm
for this new medium of communications.
In 1953 the Federation for Railway
Progress gave its annual journalism
award to James G. Lyne, editor of Railway Age, for his "interpretation of news,
sympathetic guidance, staunch support
and constructive criticism through the
editorial pages of Railway Age."
Currently Railway Age is carrying on
a vigorous editorial campaign for the
modernization of the regulation of railway rates, to meet modern competitive
conditions in the transportation industry.
Reference Publications

Among the books published by Simmons-Boardman are the Locomotive
Cyclopedia and the Car Builders' Cyclopedia. The Mechanical Division of the
Association of American Railroads, for
whom these two works are edited, serves
as consultant on the publications.

The Railway Track and Structures
Cyclopedia (formerly Railway Engineering & Maintenance Cyclopedia) is
compiled and edited in cooperation with
the American Railway Engineering Association and the Signal Section of the
Association of American Railroads.
Still another reference volume is Who's
Who in Railroading. The thirteenth
edition has just recently come off the
press.
These items are all standard reference works used throughout the railway industry.
Library Service

The library which services these papers
was established in 1926 to serve the
editorial staff. Since that time it has
expanded its service to all departments
of the company, as well as to the offices
in Washington, Cleveland and Chicago,
to advertisers and subscribers, and to a
limited extent, the general public.
The collection which numbers about
5,000 books and pamphlets is classified
according to the Library of Congress
classification. Emphasis is on current
railroad business and economic material, but there is also a considerable
quantity of historical material thanks
to the foresight of enterprising individuals in the organization.
Library holdings include complete
sets of Poor's Manual of Railroads of
the United States, Interstate Commerce
Commission annual reports, Interstate
Commerce Commission Statistics of
Railways in the United States, and Interstate Commerce Commission traffic,
finance and valuation reports. There
are copies of the Official Guide of the
Railways dating back to 1871, and of
the Pocket List of Railroad Officials
back to 1896.
The collection of railroad annual reports dates back to the early 1900's
and includes almost all of the Class I
railways. There are practically complete sets of all the Association of American Railroads and Interstate Commerce
Commission weekly and monthly statistics which in most cases date back to
the early 1920's. The Simmons-BoardSPECIAL LIBRARIES

man library is possibly the only place
in New York where this information is
available for the entire period of publication. These statistics are used not
only by railroad people, but by people
in other fields who derive information
useful in their respective businesses.

the gathering of material for use of an
editor in writing a special feature story,
or for one of our advertising executives
to present to a n advertiser.

There is, with the exception of a few
gaps in the 70's, a complete set of the
American Railroad Journal; Railway
Age, and its predecessor, Railroad Gazette, are complete from 1870 to date.
As much service as possible is given
over the telephone but due to staff
limitations, inquirers usually are asked
to come in and use the library if questions involve detailed searches or long
statistical compilations.

most useful reference tools since so
many of the requests for information
center around data published therein.

Inquiries

Inquiries run a wide gamut. They
include queries which can be answered
quickly, such as: What were the loss
and damage payments in 1953? What
was the first railroad with which James
J. Hill was associated? What are the
ten largest railroads in the U. S. from
the standpoint of revenues or mileage?
And then there are the questions that
take more time, such as a request for a
bibliography on industrial relations, or

Index

T h e Railway Age is indexed in the
library and this index is one of its

The library handles all company book
orders and periodical subscriptions for
all offices. More than one hundred magazines are received in the New York
office. These publications are routed,
then filed. Articles of interest are clipped
for the vertical files. One of the best
sources for historical data is the railroad house organ.
Besides the vertical file which covers
S
s u b j e c t s f r o m A B A N D O N M E N Tto
YOUNG,ROBERTR., there is also a special file for each railroad. Here are
kept clippings, historical pamphlets, industrial location studies, special reports,
maps, and other material of interest.
This, in brief, is how the SimmonsBoardman Publishing Corporation and
its library serve the railroad industry.

Make Your Plans Now to Attend

SLA C O N V E N T I O N
Statler Hotel
Detroit, Michigan
JUNE 12-16, 1955
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Association of American Railroads
ELIZABETH
0. CULLEN
Librarian, Bureau of Railway Economics, Association of American Railroads
Washinkton, D. C.
OCTOBER12, 1934 "from and ed to act as common agent for railroad
after the hour of 10 A. M." the companies, performing operations reASSOCIATION
OF AMERICAN
RAILROADSquiring joint action such as, for examcame into existence through the con- ple, the free interchange of freight and
solidation of the Association of Railway passenger cars among railroads on the
Executives, American Railway Asso- North American continent.
ciation, and American Railway AssoToday a shipper at any railroad staciation's Bureau of Railway Economics, tion on this continent can load a car
and Railway Accounting Officers Asso- for unbroken movement over the lines
ciation. More than the necessary two- of any railroad to any destination in
thirds vote of the mileage of the Mem- the United States of America, Canada
ber Roads of the two associations had and Mexico, and by ocean-going car
signified assent to the Plan of Organi- ferry to the Island of Cuba.
zation-Association
of American RailIn 1868, faced with effecting uniroads, and the news was widely publi- formity in cars to permit unbroken
cized in newspapers and transportation movement over railroads of slightly
magazines.
differing track gauges, car department
In its November 1934 issue, The representatives agreed on a "comproOfficial Guide of the Railways publish- mise gauge for car wheelsn-4 feet 8%
ed its first lists of officers, departments, inches, with treads on wheels wide
divisions, and sections and their ad- enough to ride also on tracks of 4 feet
dresses, while in The Pocket List of 10 inch gauge.
Railway Officials No. 161, First QuarAnother "ancestor organization" was
ter 1935, "(No.) 1850-Association
of the AMERICAN
RAILWAY
MASTERMEAmerican Railrbads" was listed, thus CHANICS ASSOCIATION,
the forerunner
providing two serial sources of current of the more than two hundred technichanges in organization and officers.
cal committees of the AAR today.
Bureau of Railway Economics supplied copy for the Library of Congress
Time Systems
card (No. A34-2941) for the Plan. The
In the 1870's there were more than
Bureau began adding to its serial rec- seventy different time systems used in
ords, cards for AAR publications and the United States that complicated
releases. The Bureau cataloged both railroad operation as well as living in
printed and typed author cards for ma- general. Meetings of general superinterial issued by the Association, its de- tendents of railroads for the "arrangepartments, divisions and sections, and ment" of time schedules led to the
subject cards for material about the establishment of a General Time ConAssociation. I t answered questions about vention. The American Association for
meanings of "Member Roads," "votes the Advancement of Science and the
and assessments by revenues," "letter American Meteorological Society sugballots" and other terms.
gested the formulation and adoption of

0

N

a system of standard time and the ConAncestor Organizations
In the late 1860's the first of the vention assigned its secretary to work
"ancestor organizations," MASTERCAR out a system. The now familiar time
BUILDERSASSOCIATION,
was establish- zones centering on the 75th' 90th, 105th
SPECIAL LIBRARIES

and 120th meridians of longitude were
set forth with reasons for adoption.
On Sunday, November 18, 1883, exactly at noon, railroad clocks were
moved forward or backward to make
them agree with clocks on the appropriate meridian. The ten per cent of the
railroads in the United States that had
not approved such action, as well as
every railroad in Canada, soon conformed to the new system.
North Americans have had a map
of the time zones handy ever since
Official Guide of the Railways began
publishing it as its front cover, beginning with the issues of December 1883.
The Convention also worked out the
Standard Code of Train Rules and rules
for handling cars in interchange that
included methods of reporting car movements and payment of rental for the
use by one line of the cars of another,
and tested various types of safety appliances.
At this time also, southern railroads
converted the gauge of their tracks and
rolling stock to 4 feet 81/2 inches, the
gauge that Congress had adopted for
the Pacific railroads, and so placed it
on the way to becoming what is now
meant by "standard gauge" in the United
States of America.
No other continent has as yet accomplished this standardization of railroad gauge for the convenience of commerce. Many railroaders and government officials from other continents
have read with interest how it was accomplished in the published proceedings of the "ancestor associations" of
the AAR. These volumes may be found
in the Bureau of Railway Economics
library.

Class I railroads in the United States
are those having annual operating revenues above $1,000,000; Class 11, above
$100,000; Class 111, below $100,000.
The classification is the Interstate Commerce Commission's for "operating companies," since 1911.
Associate "member roads," affiliated
primarily with the Operations and Maintenance Department, include some 166
railroads in Alaska, Asia, Europe, and
South America. They have no voting
rights in the AAR, but receive specified
publications as they become available.
The AAR

Member Roads

The Association of American Railroads is governed by a Board of Directors consisting of twenty-one members,
twenty of whom are chief executives of
railroads, and the twenty-first, ex-officio,
the President of the Association, is
elected by the Board.
At the headquarters of the Association, the Transportation Building, 17th
and H Streets, N.W., Washington 6,
D. C., are the offices of the president
and the vice-presidents of the several
departments as follows: Law; Operations and Maintenance; Traffic; Finance,
Accounting, Taxation and Valuation;
Bureau of Railway Economics; Public
Relations, and the Vice-President-Assistant to President.
A convenient source for ascertaining
the locations of Departments, Divisions
and Sections, except Bureau of Railway Economics, is the Price List of
Publications issued by the Association
in March of each year.
Bureau of Railway Economics publications are free on request as long as
the supply lasts. A Descriptive List of
Available Bureau Publications is available.

In 1955 "member roads" are Class I
railroads comprising more than 99.9
per cent of the Class I railroad mileage
and revenues; about forty line-haul
Class I1 and I11 railroads and twelve
switching and terminal companies in
the United States, five railroads in Canada and six in Mexico.

Bureau of Railway Economics library is now the largest transportation
library in the United States, and some
say in the world. Established in 1910
as the first division of the Bureau, its
reading room has always been open to
the public as well as to railroad officers
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Library Service

for reference use during working hours. telephone stages long ago with the "anLike most libraries, it answers tele- cestor organizations." So too did the
library's allocation of technical referphone and mail inquiries.
Reports, decisions, periodical articles, ence questions to those secretaries of
books and other material -including divisions and sections qualified to anpieces of iron track and playing cards swer them.
issued by railroads, and engine nameBibliographies Available
plates-are
cataloged and indexed as
Bibliographies are prepared on subsoon after receipt as possible, and cards
jects of current interest, and like other
added to the catalog (which now conBureau of Railway Economics publitains about 900,000 cards ).
cations, are free on request while the
A union catalog of railroad material
supply lasts. At the present time, the
in about one hundred and twenty other
following are available:
libraries is maintained through coopera1. Applications of Electricity to Railtion with other libraries. I t is used in
ways. Prepared annually since 1933;
preparing bibliographies, and in refer1952 and 1953 still available; 1954 to
ring out-of-town inquirers to libraries
be published next summer.
in their own vicinity for material wanted.
2. Economics of Transportation in the
The library lends material on interUnited States-Some
Essential Sources.
library loan. I t does not lend to individ1954.
uals; however it is possible to arrange 3. Finding List of Canadian Railway
for photocopies of needed material.
Companies before 1915. Compiled by
T h e library collection includes ma- Noel G. Butlin, Canberra, Australia.
terial on every phase of the economics Published jointly with Baker Library,
and history of transportation, represent- Harvard University, 1953.
ing every point of view obtainable in
4. Railroads in Defense and War -A
print or processed material. Material Bibliography. 1953. "Their period covpublished in Slavic and Asiatic lan- ered is from 1828 through 1953. The
guages are sent to the Slavic Room or range . . . is international."
to the Orientalia Division of the Libra- 5. Recent Accessions of Interest No.
ry of Congress, where it is made avail- 1017 (January 5, 1955) to date. Isable for reference use.
sued Wednesday of each week. Worldwide circulation. Available on request.
Reading Room
T h e Reading Room of the library
has been in constant use bv railroaders
and others ever since it opened. The
TRANSPORTATION
present collection numbers approximately 370,000 items. Its holdings are
Recent Publications
particularly strong in annual reports, PORTADMINISTRATIONI N THE UNITEDSTATES.
engineers' reports, Royal and Special
B y Marvin L. Fair. Cambridge, Maryland:
Cornell Maritime Press, 1954. 217p. $6.
Commission reports, and congressional
A broad study o f t h e m a n y t y p e s o f public
documents, bills, laws, legislative dePort Administrative bodies as well as t h e port
bates, etc. T h e Congressional Globe and facilities o f private industry. Functions o f
Congressional Record from 1830 may Federal agencies as applied t o harbors are
also considered.
be consulted here.
As might be expected, there are long ECONOMICS
OF CANADIAN
TRANSPORTATION.
runs of railroad periodicals, both doB y A. W. Currie. Toronto, Canada: U n i versity o f Toronto Press, 1954. 7 2 7 p . $1C.
mestic and foreign.
Reference work for other offices of Covers in detail all t h e various fields o f
Canadian transportation. Includes a survey o f
the Association of American Railroads t h e rate structure and rates on particular
in Washington, Chicago and New York commodities. U s e f u l for traffic managers, lawreached the "interoffice reference" and yers and businessmen.
SPECIAL LIBRARIES

The Port of New York Authority Library*
SARAM. PRICE
Librarian, The Port of New York Authority, New York, N. Y.

T

OF The Port of New
York Authority was set up in June
1946 to serve the needs of the entire
staff which then numbered about 1,500
employees and has since increased to
3,700. There had been a library in the
early days of The Port Authority but it
was discontinued in 1932.
A brief description of The Port of
New York Authority will help to make
clear the functions of the present library.
HE LIBRARY

Port Authority

The Port Authority is the self-supporting corporate agency of the State
of New Jersey and the State of New
York. It has operated without burden
to the taxpayer since it was created in
1921 by treaty between the two states
to deal with the planning and development of terminal and transportation facilities, and to improve and protect the
commerce of the Port District.
T h e Authority's seventeen terminal
and transportation facilities in the New
Jersey-New York Port Area include
bridges and tunnels, marine and inland
terminals and air terminals. Its Lincoln
and Holland Tunnels and George Washington Bridge span the Hudson River
to unite the two states, while its Bayonne and Goethals Bridges and Outerbridge Crossing connect Staten Island
and New Jersey.
Transportation and terminal facilities of the bi-state agency include the
Port Authority Building a t 111 Eighth
Avenue in New York City, housing the
Union Railroad Freight Terminal; the
Port Authority Grain Terminal and
Columbia Street Pier a t Gowanus Bay,
Brooklyn; Port Newark; the world's
"Based on an article published in New
York Chapter News, Special Libraries Association, May 1953.
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two largest Union Motor Truck Terminals, one in Manhattan and the other
in Newark; the world's largest Bus
Terminal in mid-Manhattan; and since
October 1, 1952, the Hoboken-Port
Authority Piers.
The Port Authority also operates the
four great airports of the Northern New
Jersey-New York metropolitan region
-La
Guardia Airport and New York
International Airport in New York City,
and Newark Airport and Teterboro
Airport in New Jersey.
Port Authority Commissioners, six
from each state, are appointed by the
Governors of New Jersey and New
York. They serve without pay for overlapping terms of six years. A career
staff, under the direction of Executive
Director Austin J. Tobin, has been assembled to help them implement the
Port Authority's great tasks.
Organization

Created as a political subdivision of
the two states, the agency's organization is similar to that of a private corporation, making it possible to apply
the methods and efficiency of good
business management to the development, financing and administration of
large public enterprises.
T o attain this objective, the Authority is organized along functional lines
with four main business or "line" departments: Aviation Department for
airports; Marine Terminals Department
for marine terminals; Terminals Department for bus, rail and truck terminals; and Bridges and Tunnels Department for the agency's vehicular crossings.
I n addition, there are staff, planning
and service departments concerned with
over-all management of Port Authority
activities. These include the Operations

Department, Port Development Department, Engineering Department and
departments representing such functions
as law, finance, public relations, personnel, purchasing and real estate.
In its port promotion activities, the
Authority gives every type of assistance
to shippers in the handling of their export-import traffic, with the emphasis
on personal contact in providing information and advice on the routing of
shipments through The Port of New
York. I t has field offices in New York,
Chicago, Cleveland, Washington, D. C.
and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
Library Collection

When the library was reorganized in
1946, the c o l l e c t i o n n u m b e r e d 200
books, a few periodicals and eight fourdrawer vertical files of reports and
pamphlets administered by a staff of
two. Today, the library occupies an
area of 3,000 square feet on the tenth
floor of the Port Authority Building.
Its holdings include 6,000 volumes, over
800 periodicals and continuations, and
forty-six four-drawer vertical files of
reports and pamphlets. This collection
is administered by a staff of seven including four professional librarians, two
clerk-typists and a clerical aide.
The library collection consists chiefly
of material relating to the economic
and technical aspects of all types of
transportation and terminal facilities. A
major part of the vertical file collection
consists of statistical data some of which
comes from private sources. Most of it
relates to transportation but some of it
covers data on produce shipped into
The Port of New York.
The reference collection is geared to
meet the wide range of general subject
interest in the Port Authority and is
therefore similar in nature to a reference collection in a business branch of
a public library.
The library also provides a collection
of books used by the employees in
studying for promotional examinations
within the Port Authority.

One of the major services provided
by the library is not unique in the Port
Authority. The library purchases, budgets for and records all periodicals,
books and reports for the entire organization except the Legal, Medical Department and Public Relations Departments. In this way costly duplication is
avoided and at the same time there is
a central source of bibliographical information.
Because the Port Authority has daily
contacts with all levels and types of
government agencies, The New York
Times and the Newark, New Jersey
newspapers are scanned daily to note
any changes of government officials.
These changes are made in various
government directories. The library receives many requests for this type of
information.
Publication

The library issues weekly an annotated list of new publications which is
distributed to two hundred executives
and supervisory personnel. Each month
in the Port Authority house organ, the
P.A. Diary, there is a column written
by the assistant librarian, Sarah Ginsburg. In it she describes several books
on a particular subject of interest to all
employees.
Once a year a list of all periodicals
received in the library is prepared for
distribution. Arranged by subject, it has
been a most useful tool for the new
executive who may check the titles he
wishes to see. The routing list is then
revised to include the new requests.
Since its inception, the library has
emphasized service as the basic reason
for its existence. Management endorses
this point of view and has given full
support to the library. In about a year,
the library will expand its facilities enabling it to double its present area.
The library is open to research people
and college students and it is happy to
lend material to the members of the
Special Libraries Association.
SPECIAL LIBRARIES

The Reference Library of
Pan American World Airways
MARYJANE BOWEN
Librarian, Pan American World Airways, New York, N. Y.

T

HE ERA OF WORLDWARI1 was one
of rapid expansion for commercial
aviation and the beginning of maturity
for a young industry. In the larger,
established airlines the need for specialized library service was recognized
and several libraries came into being
during those critical years. At that time,
Pan American had already pioneered
the international air services of the
United States and was deeply involved
in many phases of aviation. The pressure of wartime services around the
globe and the necessity for formulating
postwar plans meant new and expanded activities and departments within
the company. Among the innovations
was a Research Department which was
organized in 1942 to cope with some of
the problems, particularly in the field

of postwar route planning.
The Reference Library was organized
in early 1943 as a part of this Research
Department and within two years had
almost reached its present size in so far
as physical plant and volume of material are concerned. The variations
since have been in the scope of activities and emphasis in subject matter.
These two formative years required a
staff of five to process and organize the
incoming material which seemed at
times to reach avalanche proportions.
In 1946 the change-over to a peacetime basis set the conditions for current
operations. The Research Department
was abolished as a separate unit and its
functions were taken over by the planning and marketing sections of other
departments. The Reference Library

The famous China Clipper which inaugurated trans-Pacific air service
in 1935, the world's first major trans-ocean air route and a milestone
in commercial aviation hisfory.
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became a unit of the Financial Department reporting directly to the Treasurer. The pattern of the library's work
changed from intensive research for
one or two departments to more extensive reference work for the executive
offices and departments in the New
York area.
While library activities have broadened in scope and cover the economic,
financial and some legal phases of the
industry, they fall far short of the
world-wide operations of the company.
There are other libraries and units to
help fill out this wide-screen picture.

Probably the largest library and one of
the most interesting in the system is
operated by Phyllis Anderson in San
Francisco for the Pacific-Alaska Division. The Atlantic and Latin American
Divisions have chosen departmental
and technical units rather than central
libraries to serve their needs. And back
again in the New York area, to round
out the picture, there are specialized
services undertaken by Celestine Gilligan who supervises the company's excellent picture files, and by Evelyn
Griffin who is in charge of the Legal
Department's library.

Economic Library of American Airlines
ALICEB. WELLS
Librarian, American Airlines, Znc., N e w York, N . Y .

A

ANNIVERSARY in the
library field is not news; however,
such a celebration by an airline economic library is unique.
In the latter part of 1939, the Economic Research Department of American Airlines was organized with the
object of doing general economic research and handling certain work pertaining to hearings before Government
regulatory bodies.
The need for a library was soon
recognized, and the industry's first economic library was established in this
department. Fifteen hundred books, two
thousand pamphlets and fifty-one vertical files later, the resources of the
Economic Library are now used by
every department of the Company although its chief purpose still is to serve
the Economics Department.
The library's extensive vertical file
collection and stacks are used by the
department members who analyze trends
in business in general and in the transportation industry in particular, make
long and short range traffic forecasts
and determine equipment requirements.
In addition, our facilities assist those
who direct customer and related research studies conducted by company

FIFTEEN-YEAR

personnel for the benefit of Sales, Customer Service, Research and Schedule
Planning and other divisions of the
Company.
Another of the library's responsibilities is to maintain the Company's official files of Civil Aeronautics Board
documents and case hearings as well as
to provide basic statistical and economic information required in the preparation of exhibits submitted to the
Civil Aeronautics Board.
These "legal files," as they are more
commonly referred to, contain in addition to case material, orders, reports,
correspondence and other papers served
by the Civil Aeronautics Board. American's library is the only one in the
industry to have a complete file of Civil
Aeronautics Board Orders dating back
to 1938, when the Board came into
being.
Many people outside of the Company call upon us for assistance. I t is
our policy to give as much help as
possible -consistent with the limitations of our small staff and the demands
on our time-and
to make the library
resources available to all who have a
real need for them.
SPECIAL LIBRARIES

Air Transportation Libraries in Canada
MARGARET
MURRAY
Librarian. Trans-Canada Air Lines, Montreal, Canada

T

of POWered flight was celebrated only a
year ago; therefore anything pertaining
to aeronautics is comparatively new.
Societies, associations and institutions
devoted to aeronautics, and libraries
and related information services specializing in the collection of aeronautical
literature, are of recent origin when
compared with other branches of transportation and technology. In Canada
this is particularly true since aviation
developed less quickly here than in the
United States and Great Britain.
HE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY

In addition to the main library there
are branches at the regional offices in
Paris, Cairo, Lima and Bangkok, where
there are small book collections and a
few periodicals appropriate to the regional interest in aviation; these branches
also have sets of ICAO documents.

THEINTERNATIONAL
AIR TRANSPORT
ASSOCIATION,
with headquarters in Montreal, established its library in 1947 to
serve the IATA Secretariat and to provide information service on matters affecting international air transport for
IATA'S seventy-one member airlines.
Primarily a library of files, documents
and periodicals, it contains curORGANIZATION,
with headquarters in
Montreal, established its library in 1945 rent data, both statistical and general,
to serve delegates and the Secretariat. about IATA and its member airlines; also
documentation of such official bodies as
The book stock is eight
- thousand ICAO,the U. S. Civil Aeronautics Board
and there is a large collection of periodicals, pamphlets and ICAO documents. and the Air Transport Board of Canada.
The library has a small book collecThese items may be in the working
languages of the organization (English, tion comprised chiefly of air guides, diFrench and Spanish) or in any language rectories and yearbooks, and subscribes
such as Russian, Italian or German, in to about one hundred and thirty periwhich a good or representative book is odicals from all parts of the world. It
published. The chief subject interests serves as a depository for IATA archives;
in addition to aeronautics are transpor- these are, for the most part, of internal
tation, meteorology, radio and interna- interest, but the collection includes such
items as Bulletins 1 to 916 of the Intertional law (especially air law).
national Commission for Air Navigation
ICAO documents are sent to deposiwhich may be of more general interest.
tory libraries, usually the national library of a country; in Canada there is
THE NATIONALAERONAUTICAL
ESan English set at the University of TABLISHMENT library in Ottawa is probBritish Columbia in Vancouver, and a ably the foremost aeronautical informaFrench set at the University of Mon- tion center in Canada in terms of holdtreal.
ings and services. It was known formerThe ICAO library publishes a month- ly as the Aeronautical Library of the
ly bulletin listing recent accessions, re- National Research Council's Division of
ferences to ICAO and a calendar of Mechanical Engineering, but with the
meetings; this is available on request. formation of the National Aeronautical
In 1952 a bibliography, International Establishment in 1951, the library asAir Law, was published, listing publica- sumed the dual role of library to the
tions in Montreal libraries; copies of NAE and to NRC'S Division of Mechanthis are still available.
ical Engineering.
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Aeronautical research reports and
documents form the bulk of the library
collection totalling about sixty thousand titles. All the major and many of
the minor series of unclassified aeronautical reports issued throughout the
world are represented, as well as large
holdings of security classified reports.
The book collection is relatively small
comprising about five thousand volumes
in aeronautics and associated fields.
As a branch of the National Research
Council main library, the NAE library
has access to a further 190,000 bound
volumes and serials. Of particular value
is the collection of historical volumes
donated by W. R. Turnbull, one of
Canada's aviation pioneers, the bulletins of the Aerial Experiment Association founded in 1907 by Dr. Alexander
Graham Bell and the Honorable J. A. D.
McCurdy, and other records of otherwise unrecorded information concerning Dr. Bell's early aeronautical experiments.
The NAE library holds about 350 periodicals. Many of the important aeronautical titles such as Flight and Aeroplane are complete from the first issues
in 1909 and 1911 respectively.
The library's facilities are available,
with certain limitations, to Canadian industry, universities, technical associations and private individuals. Its services include the loan of library materials, literature searches, preparation of
bibliographies and the provision of
photoprints.
A new branch of the library was
established in 1954 to serve the Uplands Airport section of the NAE.
TRANS-CANADA
AIR LINES,with headquarters in Montreal, established its
library in 1944. The book stock is sixteen hundred and includes in addition
to books on aeronautics, such subjects
as business statistics, management, personnel and engineering.
The library subscribes to one hundreds and fifty periodicals which are issued on automatic distribution to staff
at headquarters and throughout the

system, serving personnel from Victoria, B. C., to Paris, and from Northern
Ontario to the Caribbean.
This company, like other airlines,
makes extensive use of publications of
the Civil Aeronautics Administration
and the Civil Aeronautics Board.
The library publishes and distributes
throughout the company a monthly
bulletin listing recent accessions of
books and pamphlets, and a selected
list of magazine articles, using as a
guide the index of the Pacific Aeronautical Institute library.
Several units of the aircraft industry
have established libraries:
ROLLS-ROYCE
OF CANADA
LTD. maintains a library consisting largely of
company manuals on aero engines in
current use in Canada and the United
States. The library also has many publications of the Royal Canadian Air
Force, including data on fuel, and specifications.
AVIATION
ELECTRICLTD. has a library
collection consisting mainly of technical data on aircraft instruments and
accessories; this literature is usually in
the form of equipment specifications,
service bulletins, maintenance and instruction manuals, repair and overhaul
procedures, parts lists and other m i s
cellaneous information on instruments
and accessories, and is supplied in the
main by Bendix Aviation Corporation.
The Aviation Electric library serves as
distributor of this material to airlines,
aircraft and engine manufacturers, military services, and the National Research
Council.
A. V. ROE CANADA
LTD. has two engineering libraries-gas
turbine and airframe-containing
aircraft texts, pamphlets, periodicals, research reports and
trade catalogues. A monthly bulletin of
current publications is issued and circulated to all supervisory personnel.
CANADAIR
LTD. maintains a library for
its engineering staff in Montreal.

SPECIAL LIBRARIES

The Railway Association of Canada
GRACEREYNOLDS
Librarian, The Railway Association of Canada, Montreal, Canada

T

HE CANADIAN
RAILWAYASSOCIA- the
TION for National Defense was for

formed at a meeting of railway executives of Canada on October 23, 1917 at
the suggestion of the Dominion Government, with a view to coordinating
the activities of the various railways,
more numerous than now, to secure the
maximum efficiency in handling troops,
war supplies and other essential traffic.
I t was decided, after the first World
War, that the work of the Association
was of sufficient value to warrant a
permanent organization, and the Railway Association of Canada was formed
on November 8, 1919.
The purposes of the Association are
to consider and to make recommendations on matters pertaining to the operation of railways in Canada; and to make
such representations as in the opinion
of the Association's member lines may
be desirable in matter of common interest with the Government of Canada,

Board of Transport Commissioners
Canada, and other related public
bodies or railway associations.
The functions of the Association have
many points of similarity with the activities of the Association of American
Railroads and the various committees
of the Railway Clearing House in Great
Britain.
The Railway Association of Canada
was incorporated in 1953 and at a
meeting held on May 11, 1954, Donald
Gordon, CMG (Companion of fhe Order of St. Michael and St. George),
president and chairman of the Canadian
National Railways, was elected President.
In 1951 the appointment of a transport economist, together with the necessary staff, was authorized to undertake
various studies in the field of competitive transportation. To facilitate this
work the library of the Railway AssoEditorial Associates P h o t o

"Countess of Dufferirz",Winnipeg's first engine which arrived b y barge in 1877.
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ciation of Canada was established at
the same time.
While the library is small, it is well
equipped and some progress has been
made in its development. An effort is
being made to build a well-rounded collection of material relative to highway
and motor vehicle transportation as
well as to railroads. The library receives

some one hundred and seventy-five periodicals as subscriptions and gifts and
has a sizeable collection of books, clippings and typed excerpts.
At the present time the librarian
draws heavily upon the resources of
other transportation libraries not only
in Montreal and Ottawa but also in the
United States.

Canadian National Railways
ETTA LYNCH
Librarian, Canadian National Railways, Montreal, Canada

T

HE CANADIAN
National Railways,
a government-owned railway, was
formed in 1923 by an amalgamation of
a number of privately owned railways
and the former Canadian Government
Railways. The System now comprises
seventy-eight companies, more than
24,000 miles of main line track in the
United States and Canada, thousands
of miles of telegraph and telephone circuit lines, several hotels and steamships.
About 120,000 people are employed by
the Canadian National Railways.
The library was established in 1939
by the Research & Development Department (formerly the Bureau of Economics) and was a merger of the collections of the Bureau of Economics
and the Department of Natural Resources. These two collections were
established about 1923 and include reports and documents dating back prior
to the formation of the Grand Trunk
Railway of Canada, over a hundred
years ago.
The primary function of the library
is to serve members and staff of the Department of Research & Development.
However, books, pamphlets, periodicals
and other materials are available to all
departments. Material may be borrowed and loaned to all departments. An
interchange of materials with outside
libraries makes possible more extensive
service.
Library holdings are divided into
four collections: the main library and

the chemical laboratory library in Montreal; the New York collection; and the
London (England) collection.
Holdings of the main library, books,
pamphlets, periodicals and other items
number approximately thirty thousand,
and cover such subjects as Canadian
history, transportation (statistics dating back to 1876), c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,
commerce, economics, mining and geology, agriculture, chemistry, metallurgy. One-third of the collection covers
government statistics and reports. More
specialized subjects are in the law library and in the public relations, personnel and labour relations collections.
The Dewey decimal classification is
used in the main library and a union
catalogue is now in preparation.
The CNR archives, an extremely valuable asset to the library, is housed with
the public relations collection. The people of Canada had a rare opportunity
of seeing hundreds of these historical
exhibits on the Museum Train which
toured Canada from coast to coast during 1953-1954. Some of the exhibits
dated back to Canada's first railway in
1836, today a part of the present System.
Added sources of information are
available in the libraries of the Railway Association of Canada, the Canadian Pacific Railway, Trans-Canada
and the Canadian Car and Foundry
Company, as well as SLA member libraries, and other outside libraries.
SPECIAL LIBRARIES

The Canadian Pacific Railway Library
W. F. E. MORLEY
Librarian, The Canadian Pacific Railway Company, Montreal, Canada
of the Canadian Pacific
Railway has existed, so far as continuity may be established, since the
chartering of the Company itself in
February 1881.

T

HE LIBRARY

Origin

At the origin the library was no more
than archives. Among the precious items
which are today safeguarded in the library are m a n u s c r i p t s, photographs,
tokens, Company advertisements, letters and reports of officials, dating from
that illustrious period in Canadian history when the first transcontinental
railway was being planned and built.
T h e fascination for studying the genesis
of things has made this collection of
unique value to historians far and wide;
this, and the Canadian history section,
are probably the outstanding features
of the Company library.
Canadian Pacific played an historic
and essential role in the Confederation
of Canada, and its promotion of our
country's settlement and development
has been continuous. I t was the Company's Department of Colonization and
Development which instated the first
librarian in 1919.
Organization

The organization of the collection
began with a two-place decimal classification system. In 1944 the collection,
which comprised some three thousand
i t e m s , w a s reclassified a c c o r d i n g to
Dewey, catalogued and moved to more
spacious quarters under the jurisdiction
of the Accounting Department. In the
last ten years, the library has grown to
about seven thousand volumes, and was
moved recently to new and larger premises. At the same time it has been undergoing further reorganization to keep
abreast of the Company's ever-growing
demands.
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Company Activities

Canada's privately-owned transportation and communication system "Spans
the World" as the Company crest faithfully proclaims. T h e Canadian Pacific
now controls nearly 21,000 miles of
railway lines and over 33,000 airline
route miles. I t also operates a steamship service in the Atlantic and Pacific,
extensive commercial telegraph and express s e r v i c e s r e a c h i n g all principal
points in Canada and more than a
dozen hotels located in the important
Canadian cities. T h e Canadian Pacific
also has interests in a score of separate
companies, w h o s e e n d e a v o r s r a n g e
through mining, grain storage, cold storage and stockyards. All these activities
are reflected in the library, making for
a most varied and interesting collection.
Subject Interests

Periodicals, books and other items
held cover the subject fields of general
Canadian history, North American and
overseas railways, transportation, communications, commerce, investment surveys, industrial research, mining, transportation legislation, statistics and government publications; further subject
interests include accountancy, agriculture, economics, engineering, geology
and metallurgy. Augmenting the main
library with more specialized publications are the Law and the Engineering
Department libraries, and several smaller departmental collections. However,
no union catalogue exists as yet.
Further enlargement of information
sources is secured through cooperation
with the Canadian National Railways
and Railway Association of Canada
libraries, and with other SLA member
libraries throughout the city.

Canadian Car and Foundry Company, Ltd.
EDITHDRUMMOND*
Librarian, Canadian Car and Foundry Company, Ltd., Montreal, Canada

T

HE CANADIAN
CAR AND FOUNDRY
Catherine Anne Pearce, now of the
COMPANY,
LTD. was incorporated Transportation Association of America,
under Dominion Charter in 1909, and served as the first librarian.
is the largest enterprise of its type in
The library collection includes the
Canada.
basic reference books and strong holdCAN-CAR
operates four plants, three ings on railway car building, metalof which are located in Montreal, and lurgy, automotive transportation, and
one in Fort William, Ontario. The Car aviation. The library has approximateDivision (Turcot and Dominion Plants) ly three thousand books and subscribes
is engaged in the manufacture of all to over three hundred periodicals.
types of railway car equipment, while
Because the library is located at the
the Foundry Division (Longue Pointe head office, many items are on permaPlant) produces all types of steel cast- nent loan to the plants. In order to
ings and is Canada's largest and most guard against any unnecessary duplicamodern steel foundry. The manufac- tion and to facilitate interplant loan, all
turing of buses and aircraft is done by the ordering, record keeping, and catathe Automotive and Aircraft Divisions loging is done by the library.
at Fort William Plant. The head office
One of the most interesting and most
is situated in Montreal.
used sections of the library is the photoThe library was established in 1940
graphic record of all the products manuto serve the entire Company personnel.
factured by CAN-CAR, from the inaugu* Mrs. Edith Drummond is president of the ration of the Company to the present
date.
SLA Montreal Chapter.

Department of Transport
MARIANNE
A. RIDDELL
Librarian, Department of Transport, Ottawa, Canada
the Main Library in Ottawa, the Air
HE DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORT
of the Government of Canada em- Services Branch Library in Ottawa,
braces transportation by land, air and and the Meteorological Services Liwater. Related subject interests include brary in Toronto. There is a very close
aviation, meteorology and telecommuni- liaison between these libraries.
cation; canals and waterways, coastal
Departmental Holdings
facilities and nautical services, harbors,
The holdings of the departmental
wharves, etc.; railway and rail and
libraries are in the neighborhood of
automobile ferry services.
The Department employs approxi- fifty thousand publications. The submately ten thousand persons, about ten ject matter is largely Canadian transper cent of whom are situated in Ottawa portation in all its various aspects. Apand the remainder in every part of proximately one-third of the total holdings are Canadian Government publiCanada.
The library holdings of the Depart- cations. The holdings also include many
ment are divided into three collections: publications of the Governments of

T
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AMERICAN LIBRARY ANNUAL
Great Britain, the United States and
The
Council of National Library Asnations of the British Commonwealth,
a complete set of ICAO (International sociations is sponsoring the publication,
Civil Aviation Organization) documents American Library Annual, to be issued
and the publications of IATA (Interna- this fall by the R. R. Bowker Company.
Wyllis E. Wright, librarian, Williams
tional Air Transport Association) and
WMO (World Meteorological Organiza- College Library, Williamstown, Massation). The library also includes a sec- chusetts, acting for CNLA, has been
tion on engineering and approximately appointed editor of the project.
American Library Annual was last
three thousand bound periodicals.
published in 1918. The volume now in
Library Service
preparation will include a comprehenThe library serves members of the sive, descriptive listing of library assostaff of the Department of Transport. ciations, their committees and joint
I t provides information upon request. committees-"an
activity index to the
Books, pamphlets, periodicals, and news- profession" -together with statistical
paper clippings are freely circulated information of interest to the librarians.
throughout the Department. InformaIncluded for listing are the following
tion is also supplied by the library to associations :
other Government departments or agen- American Association of Law Libraries
cies when requested. An active inter- American Documentation Institute
library loan system permits use of pub- The American Library Association (and
lications from other Government or
all of its divisions)
outside libraries.
American Merchant Marine Library
Association
The library here is the chief storeAmerican
Theological Library Assohouse of information on Canadian transciation
portation and is therefore quite extensively used for research by students and Association of American Library Schools
others interested in gaining a knowl- Association of Research Libraries
edge of any of the many phases of the Bibliographical Society of America
Canadian Library Association
subject.
Catholic Library Association
The St. Lawrence Seaway Project Council of National Library Associawas a part of this Department, until the
tions
formation recently of the St. Lawrence Educations Film Library Association
Seaway Authority. The Departmental Inter-American Bibliographical and Lilibrary therefore includes a large store
brary Society
of information on the Project.
International Association of Music Libraries
Special Collections
International Federation of DocumentOther agencies which report to the
alists
Minister of Transport but otherwise International Federation of Library Asare not of the Department are the
sociations
Canadian Maritime Commission, the Library Public Relations Council
National Harbours Board, the Board Medical Library Association
of Transport Commissioners, and the Music Library Association
Air Transport Board.
National Association of State Libraries
Each of these bodies have small li- Regional Associations: New England,
Southeast, Southwest, Mountain Plains,
braries of their own dealing with their
and Pacific Northwest
own particular interests, and there is an
interchange of information and a flow Society of American Archivists
of interlibrary loans between these li- Special Libraries Association
braries and the Departmental library. Theater Library Association
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Special Libraries in the Philippines
MARJORIES. STORER*
Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine

B

a number of good
government libraries were active
in the Philippines. T h e effects of war,
occupation and liberation depleted collections and left Philippine libraries
without personnel and housing.
T h e "researcher7'carrying on his work
in Philippine government libraries in
the postwar period has met with frustration and disappointment in seeking
information. As government agencies
were reactivated and new departments
created, provision was occasionally made
for special libraries to serve departmental needs. These libraries represented varying degrees of effectiveness but
all too often the picture was one of
sparse and fragmentary collections of
unorganized materials under the supervision of untrained personnel operating
in poor quarters with inadequate equipment.
Also distressing was the absence of
any real cooperation among the established reference libraries, little knowledge of materials available in other libraries and no exchange of materials
due to an unfortunate policy of accountability for property which made the
librarian a guardian rather than a dispenser of the sources of information.
T h e inadequacy of Philippine government libraries was of immediate concern to Dr. Meredith B. Givens, an
American statistician working as technical adviser to the Philippine government. Early in 19.52 Dr. Givens recommended that an evaluation of the status
of these libraries be made by a specialist who would also recommend a course
EFORE THE WAR

:: Mrs. Storer was employed as technical
advisor by the Philippine Council for United
States Aid in Manila during the spring of
1952. In this capacity she worked with a committee of librarians and representatives of
government agencies in formulating a program
to improve and extend special library facilities
in the Philippines.

of action for their improvement.
The report, made by Mary Anglemyer in February 1952, confirmed the
deficiencies and outlined procedures for
establishing effective reference services.
However, the most valuable contribution of the report was the recommendation that a program of cooperative action among government libraries be developed, a program which eventually
became the Interdepartmental Reference Service.
As a result of this report a desire to
improve and extend special library facilities grew. Fortunately one of the persons most interested was Dr. Amando
Dalisay, director of the Philippine Council for United States Aid (PHILCUSA).
I n March 1952 Dr. Dalisay called
together representatives of nine government departments and suggested they
work out specific plans for the coordination of library facilities among their
own departments, with the understanding that other departments might join
after a program became established.
Two committees were formed a t this
time-a
policy committee composed of
division heads and a committee of librarians to work with a technical adviser on special libraries, provided by
PHILCUSA to help set up the program.
There was general agreement that the
plan should provide some means of
pooling information about the sources
of reference material and include provision for making this material available through interlibrary loan.
T h e committee of librarians engaged
in a program of self-study to survey actual conditions and ascertain needs, and
as the findings were reported back to
the policy committee it became evident
that it would be necessary to require
minimum standards for participating
libraries to insure effective cooperation
in the total pattern. Working together,
SPECIAL LIBRARIES

Concordia Sanchez, library coordinator of the Znterdepartmental Reference Service, visits Priscila Torobio, librarian
o f the Department o f Agriculture Library. Miss Torbio's
staff now consists o f two full-time assistants and one typist.
The library's holdings have been cataloged and organized.

the two committees drew up minimum
standards which became a basic part of
the program.
In May 1952 a plan was submitted
to PHILCUSA providing for the establishment of the Interdepartmental Reference Service, to operate temporarily
under the aegis of PHILCUSA until it
could be put on a permanent basis
within the government structure. The
Service was to be available to any government agency wishing to take advantage of the benefits of cooperative action and willing to comply with the
requirements.
Specifically the plan called for a Library Coordinator who would be responsible for the organization of a union
catalog of the holdings of member libraries and the preparation of a union
list of their serial holdings. The Library
Coordinator would also give advisory
service to the participating libraries to
help them develop into more effective
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and efficient reference libraries. The
members would agree to comply with
the minimum standards, cooperate in
interlibrary loan, and supply the necessary information for use in compiling
the union catalog and union list of
serials. A policy committee, composed
of representatives of the cooperating
agencies was to act in an advisory capacity to the Service.
In May 1952 Concordia Sanchez was
appointed L i b r a r y C o o r d i n a t o r and
under her direction the Interdepartmental Reference Service took form
and is now functioning actively.
Since PHILCUSA does not maintain
projects indefinitely it was necessary
to put the Service on a permanent basis
and in October 1952 it was formally
transferred to the Institute of Public
Administration, University of the Philippines. This is an FOA - PHILCUSA project
set up to help improve and modernize
procedures in government. It was con-
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sidered the most appropriate agency to
maintain and operate a program designed to improve government reference facilities.
The first task of the Library Coordinator and her staff was to provide
an intensive period of in-service training for the member libraries. In some
instances it was necessary to help organize and catalog entire collections to
secure entries for the union catalog and
union list of serials. In-service training
has been a major part of the program
and has been extended to reach others
than the member libraries in the workshops sponsored by the Service.
The first workshop, held April 6-10,
1953 was opened to any librarians wishing to attend. As a result there were
109 registrants, showing that there is a
great need for this type of practical
training. I t proved also that when facilities for special training are made
available there is a gratifying response
from the librarians.
A second workshop was held June
7-11, 1954 and was attended by sixtyseven librarians, representing fifty-three
government agencies. Membership in
the Service has increased from the original seven to fifteen libraries and others
are asking for inclusion.
Work on the union catalog began in
1952 as collections were organized and
cataloged. From the beginning the Service has aimed at making it not only a
tool for locating materials but also a
cataloging and bibliographic aid. This
is noteworthy in a country where bibliographic tools are scarce and difficult
to obtain from foreign sources.
There are now thirty-nine government libraries contributing to the union
catalog; of these fifteen are members of
the Service and the remaining twentyfour are classified as contributing libraries that cooperate in the compilation
of the union catalog and the union list
of serials.
A preliminary edition of the Union
List of Serials appeared in June 1953
with the contributions of fourteen libraries listed. A final edition was sched-

uled for December 1954 but has been
postponed by the incorporation of twenty-five new contributors and the additional work due to this ex~ansion.
As in the case of in-service training,
this first cooperative bibliographic venture has met a favorable and spontaneous reaction, indicating that the
need was immediate and required only
adequate programming and direction to
be accepted and extended in such a
short time.
Further indication of increasing interest in the special library field has
been the formation of the Association
of Special Libraries of the Philippines,
organized in January 1954. The membership of the Association is by no
means limited to the member libraries
of the Service although it was formed
at the initiative of the Interdepartmental Reference Service and has similar
objectives in raising standards, improving services and stimulating professional interest among special librarians.
The ASLP Bulletin, official publication of the Association of Special Libraries of the Philippines, is issued monthly. I t carries feature stories, news of activities and a Clearing House which
lists publications available on exchange.
The status of special libraries in the
Philippines has improved immeasurably in the past two years and recognition is now given to the importance of
adequately supported reference facilities.
In a relatively short time the Service
has made notable progress in improving the services of government libraries
and providing bibliographic aids for the
frustrated "researchers." The progress
has not been accomplished easily and
there are many who deserve credit.
Outstanding has been the contribution
of Concordia Sanchez who has worked
so diligently to promote better special
libraries.
The Interdepartmental Reference Seris making an important contribution to
research and though still in a developmental stage shows promise of becoming a major force in the library world
of the Philippines.
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International Congress of Libraries
and Documentation Centers
The objectives and the program planned for the meeting in
Brussels, September 1 1-1 8, 1955
DOUGLAS
W. BRYANT*
Administrative Assistant Librarian, Harvard College Library
Cambridge, Massachusetts

11,
there has been a growing realization of the deep interrelationship and,
indeed, interdependence existing among
librarians, d o c u m e n t a l i s t s, bibliographers, archivists, et al. These workers
are really engaged in one large profession; they are specialists of varying
degrees interested in specific aspects of
a single great work: the collecting and
assimilating and making available of
the graphic representation of the product of men's minds.
An evidence of the growing understanding among these specialists is the
fact that there will be held in Brussels
in September of this year, an International Congress of Libraries and Documentation Centers, the first such meeting to be jointly sponsored by several
international organizations. Heretofore,
there have been worldwide meetings
devoted to particular phases of librarianship and documentation, but never
before have all these phases been the
concern of one congress.
The Congress, which from the beginning has been vigorously encouraged,
and is to be partially financed, by
Unesco, will be the collective undertaking of the International Federation
of Library Associations (IFLA), the International Federation for Documentation (FID), and the International Association of Music Libraries (IAML).
The International Organizing Committee for the Congress consists of
INCE THE END of World War
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* Mr. Bryant was the official Special Libraries Association representative to the IFLA
meeting in Zagreb, Yugoslavia, September 27October 1, 1954.
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Pierre Bourgeois (Switzerland), President of IFLA, Chairman; Arne J. Moller
(Denmark), President of FID, ViceChairman; Albert Vander Linden (Belgium), Member of the Executive Committee of IAML; A. C. Breycha-Vauthier
(Switzerland), Deputy Secretary-Genera1 of IFLA, and Georges Lorphevre
(Belgium), Vice-president of FID, Secc r e t a r i e s - G e n e r a l ; and J. A. Baby
(France), Executive Secretary.
The theme of the Congress will be
"The Tasks and Responsibilities of Libraries and Documentation Centers in
Modern Life", and this motif will underlie all general sessions, as well as
the individual meetings of the three
participating organizations. The plan
of the Organizing Committee is that
the papers written for the Congress and
the discussions at Brussels will treat
aspects of this theme in specific and
practical terms, so as to further all
phases of international librarianship.
Programs

Outlines of the programs for the
general sessions of the Congress and
for the meetings of the three federations are as follows:
Plenary and Joint Sessions
1. The international aspects of the theme.
Role of the different categories of libraries and documentation centers, co-ordination of activities on the international
level.
2. The national aspects of the theme. Organization of libraries and documentation centers, particularly in underdeveloped countries.
3. Official action by Government authorities.

Principles of national and international
co-operation. Union catalogues, international lending, international exemption
from postage fees, common purchase
schemes.
International, national and special bibliography. National centers of bibliographical information.
Relations with the various categories of
users (scientific and industrial research
workers, students, readers wishing to improve their general knowledge).
Relations of public libraries with other
categories of libraries and documentation
centers, book selection.
Organizing urban public library services.
Organizing rural public library services.
Training of librarians, particularly from
the standpoint of economic and social
questions.
Documentary reproduction by photograph and microfilm: ( a ) for preservation purposes; ( b ) for the constitution
of records in depositories in the event of
armed conflict; (c) for exchanges.
Material preservation of documents and
methods for their restoration.
Equipment and material resources of libraries and documentation centers.
Standardization of techniques in librarianship and documentation; cataloguing
codes, abbreviations, symbols, etc. (In
co-operation
with
the
International
Standards Organization Technical Committee No. 46)

Third Infernational Congress of
Libraries -IFLA
1. General questions
a. Exchange of official and administrative publications and relations with international governmental and non-governmental organizations.
b. Specialized groups within IFLA (theatrical libraries, agricultural libraries,
etc.)
2. National and University libraries
a. Special problems of large national libraries and university libraries.
b. Relations with publishers and booksellers, prices of books and periodicals.
c. Exchanges :
theses
and
academic
works, duplicates.
d. Professional
training
(special
aspects ) .
3. Public libraries
a. Development of readers' taste and
post-school education.
b. Audio-visual materials.
c. Children's libraries.
d. Hospital libraries.
e. Libraries for the blind.
f. Professional training (special aspects).

Twenty-second Inf ernafional Conference on Documentation-FID
1.
2.
3.
4.

Exchange of documentary information.
Professional training (special aspects).
Audio-visual materials.
General and special classifications (social sciences, agriculture, etc.)
5. Role of documentation in the productivity drive.
6. Special fields of documentation (economics, agriculture, building, medicine,
etc. )

Fourfh Congress of Music LibrariesIAML

1. General questions
a. The International Directory of Musical Sources; scientific, bibliographical,
and technical problems.
b. Professional training (special aspects).
c. Exchanges of musical scores, phonograph records, and tape-recordings.
d. Broadcasting and its music libraries
in contemporary musical life.
2. Public Music Libraries
a. Their role in education.
b. National aspects.
c. International co-operation.
3. Libraries of Recorded Music.
a. Legal problems.
b. An
international
bibliography
of
phonograph records.
c. American record libraries and record
archives and their development.
4. The Music Libraries of Broadcasting
Organizations
a. An international catalogue of works,
the orchestral material of which is difficult to obtain.
b. The music libraries of the Scandinavian broadcasting organizations.
c. The organization of music libraries in
the German Broadcasting service, their
international influence.

Organization

The Brussels meeting will be divided
into a series of plenary and joint sessions of all the participating organizations and individual conferences of
these three groups. Each session will
have a specific topic which has been
assigned to a rapporteur, who will be
responsible for planning the session,
leading the discussion, and editing the
relevant papers. Papers will not be read
at the Congress but will be distributed
beforehand, so that the full time of
delegates may be devoted to discusSPECIAL LIBRARIES

sion. T h e publications of the Congress,
which will be distributed to each registrant and to all association members of
the three international federations, will
appear in three volumes, as follows:
1. Preliminary statements of the rapporteurs,
in which each will survey t h e aspect of the
Congress under his jurisdiction, with emphasis
on those current and future problems which
might be appropriate subjects for papers.
This volume will be distributed early in 1955,
in time for the preparation of the papers suggested by these reports.
2. T h e papers prepared for the Congress by
individual members of the national associations affiliated with the sponsoring international organizations. This volume will be distributed several weeks before the Congress,
and manuscripts to appear in this publication
must be submitted by February 28, 1955.
3. T h e Congress proceedings, including summaries of discussions, resolutions, and other
transactions.

Details of Procedure
CORRESPONDENCE
:
a. Correspondence relating to the international organization of the Congress of Libraries and Documentation Centers (registration, etc.) should be addressed to the
Executive Secretary, Mr. J. A. Baby, Librarian of the Council of Europe, 8, rue
de Haguenau, Strasbourg, B. Rh., France.
b. Correspondence relating to hotel reservations or any other subject connected with
arrangements in Belgium should be addressed to the Secretary-General of the
Belgian Organizing Committee, Mr. J. Van
Hove, Curator of the Royal Library, Rue
du Musbe, 5, Brussells.

PAPERS
:
Papers should be written on subject3
of international concern related generally
to the theme of the Congress and specifically to the topic of a session of the
Congress or a session of one of the sponsoring federations. Papers should not exceed 25,000 words in length, and should be
prepared in accordance with usual editorial
practice, and submitted in duplicate. Unless otherwise specified for their individual
members by the national associations that
make up the international federations.
papers should bo transmitted as follows:
a. For the general Congress: t o the Executive Secretary, Mr. J. A. Baby, a t the
address indicated in preceding paragraph
(1-a).
b. For the separate meetings of the cooperating federations:
IFLA: Mr. A. C. Breycha-Vauthier, BibliothPque des Nations Unies, Geneva, Switzerland.

FEBRUARY, 1955

Fro: Mr. F. Donker Duyvis, International
Federation for Documentation, 6 Willem
Witsenplein, T h e Hague, T h e Netherlands.
IAML: Mr. V. Fkdorov, 14 rue de Madrid,
Paris S", France.
3 . REGISTRATION
:
Persons wishing to attend the Congress
should address the Executive Secretary as
indicated in paragraph 1-a above, notifyfying the relevant national association of
which they are a member. Fees for the
Congress, payable on application for registration, are 303 Belgian francs (approximately $6.00) covering attendance and acquisition of the three volumes of Congress
publications, 150 Belgian francs ($3.00)
for each person accompanying a participant, and 100 Belgian francs ($2.00) for
group excursions organized during the Congress.
4. LANGUAGES
:
T h e working languages of the Congress
will be French and English. So far as possible, papers will be in one of these languages, and papers in other languages will
be accompanied by summaries in French
or English. Any speech a t the Congress
will, on request, be interpreted from one
working language into the other.

5. SITEOF MEETINGS:
All

meetings,

except

the

sessions

of

IAML, will be held in the Free University
of Brussels. T h e music librarians will meet
a t the Royal Conservatory of Music.

American Participation

Five American associations are directly concerned with the Congress:
the three association members of IFLA,
American Library Association, Special
Libraries Association, and Medical Library Association; the American Documentation Institute, which is the member of FID; and the Music Library Association, the member of IAML. Each of
these organizations will appoint its own
delegation to Brussels, and each will
carry Congress publicity in its journal.
T o cover general matters of information, however, the editor of the Library
Journal has agreed to publish notices
and articles on the Congress during the
coming months.
Mr. Bryant's presentation of the program planned for the forthcoming meeting of the International Congress in
Brussels appeared also in "Library Journal," January 15, 1955.

S L A CONVENTION
Tentative Field Trip Schedule

Si quaeris peninsularn an~oenarrz circurrlspic,e. - If thou seekest a beautiful peninsula, behold it here.
The 1955 Convention Committee feels that Detroit will present much to behold. The wide variety of activities in and around Detroit provides a panorama
of manufacturing, medical, commercial, and cultural interests encompassing the
specialties of all SLA members.
Automobiles are so much a part of the Detroit industrial background as to
require no mention here, but it might be noted that in addition, Detroit leads in
the production of pharmaceuticals, adding machines and ofice equipment, rubber
products, varnishes, salt and chemicals.
The Detroit Institute of Arts, Cranbrook, Wayne University, the University of
Detroit, the Detroit College of Law, and the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor
provide the academic reservoir for personnel and research of such companies as
Parke Davis, United States Rubber Company, Detroit Edison, Burroughs, and the
automobile industry.
The field trips tentatively scheduled here have been planned so that SLA
members at the Convention may stay within specific division interests or may
86
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cross divisional lines and see as much that is new as time permits. A more detailed
program will appear in a later issue.
Monday, June 13
A three-hour cruise along the Detroit River is planned for the evening. This
cruise will carry passengers from Detroit to Lake St. Clair, to Lake Erie and back
to Detroit, passing near the United States and Canadian shores.
Tuesday, June 14
In the afternoon, the Ford Archives at Fair Lane (former home of Henry Ford)
will be open to the members of all interested divisions.
Wednesday, June 15
The majority of field trips are scheduled for this day. Members may visit
Greenfield Village and the Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn; the Cranbrook Institutes in Bloomfield Hills (both the lnstitute of Science and the lnstitute of Arts);
the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor; and an automobile plant in the Detroit
area. Among the automobile plants that may be visited are the River Rouge Plant
of the Ford Motor Company, Cadillac, Chrysler, DeSoto, Dodge, Hudson, Packard,
and Plymouth.
A trip to Ann Arbor will make it possible to visit the Industrial Relations
Library, the Library of the School of Business Administration, the William L.
Clements Library, the Michigan Historical Collections, the Library of the University
of Michigan Law School and the general library, which at this time includes also
the Medical Library.
Friday, June 17
An all-day trip to Toledo, Ohio, has been planned. Libraries of interest to every
division will be open to all SLA visitors. Among those keeping open house will be
Owens-Illinois Glass Company, Libbey-Owens-Ford Company, Toledo Medical Library, Toledo Municipal Library, Toledo University Library, Toledo Edison Library
and the library of the Toledo Blade.
All libraries represented by the members of the Michigan Chapter will be
open more or less informally to SLA Convention registrants. The Detroit Public
Library will welcome all SLA members who visit the library and its various special
collections during the Convention.

STANLEY GRAHAM, Chairman
Transportation Committee, SLA Convention

Henry Ford Museum, Dearborn, Michigan
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SPECIAL CLASSIFICATIONS
W A N T E D : Subject Heading Lists, Classifications
and Assistance w i t h Special Terminology
SPECIAL

REPORT

Prepared for the Committee by
FREDERICA
M. WEITLAUF
Librarian, The Timken Roller Bearing Company, Canton, Ohio

D

o YOU HAVE a good subject heading list or special classification
for your subject field? If you do, it is
most important that the SLA Committee on Special Classification should
know about it.
The work of the Committee was discussed in a special report by Allen Kent
in the December 1954 issue of SPECIAL
LIBRARIES.Several projects are under
way, but the first and most immediate
is to review the loan collection of Classification Schemes and Subject Heading Lists at Headquarters and to add
new material to the collection. (Most
of the material now in the collection is
dated 1940 or earlier.)
If you do not have a copy you can
contribute, the Committee will appreciate the privilege of borrowing any
copy that may be duplicated and deposited at Headquarters for loan.
The Committee is compiling a bibliography of all subject heading lists and
classification schemes available at a
number of large libraries and listed in
several published sources. If members
of SLA will contribute copies of systems used in their libraries, or advise
of the existence of any new and satisfactory classifications known to them,
the Committee should be able to prepare a bibliography of up-to-date lists
and classifications covering all the subject fields of SLA members.
The Committee will probably ask
the assistance of subject specialists in
evaluating material for different types
and sizes of libraries before preparing

a revision of the present loan collection
a t Headauarters.
Contributions may be sent to any
member of the Committee as follows:
MRS. LOUISECLICKNER,librarian, Bureau of the Census, Washington, D. C.
( C h a i r m a n ) ; M R S . M A R J O R I ER.
HYSLOP,Metals Review, 7301 Euclid
Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio; ALLENKENT,
Rattelle Memorial Institute, Columbus,
Ohio; FREDERICA
M. WEITLAUF,Timken Roller Bearing Company, Canton,
Ohio.
As explained by Mr. Kent in the December report, one of the functions of the
Committee is to investigate the application of special classification schemes
to mechanical methods of literature
searching. The Committee has made a
special study of the ASM-SLA Classification for two reasons: first, the possibility it might be adopted internationally: and second, the possibility of its
being a "guinea pig" for one of the mechanical methods of literature searching being developed.
This Classification has been widely
adopted by i n d i v i d u a l s and special
groups both in this country and abroad,
and as a result of the efforts of the
Committee and Professor Antonio Scortecci of the Associazione Italiana di
Metallurgia, the use of special classifications was discussed at the September
1954 meetings of Committee F I D j S of
the Federation Internationale de Documentation (FID). Dr. Erich Pietsch of
Gmelin Institute, chairman of Committee FID/S, has advised Mrs. Clickner
SPECIAL LIBRARIES

that a subcommittee was appointed to
study the ASM-SLA Classification and
any revisions made by users with the
possibility of recommending it for international adoption for metallurgical
literature. Dr. Pietsch had previously
expressed the opinion that the most
promising method of obtaining international agreement on special classifications would be to start with a subject
on which there is wide agreement.
The Committee is accordingly anxious
to obtain comments, criticisms, and expansions or revisions of the ASM-SLA
Classification for study and possible incorporation in a revised edition as well
as for submission to the F I D Committee. These should be sent to Mrs. Marjorie Hyslop.
It is probable the ASM-SLA Classification will be the "guinea pig" for the
mechanical literature searching system
which Dr. James Perry, Allen Kent,
and their group are now working on at
Battelle, in part because it was carefully planned and is widely used, but
essentially because a number of metallurgical companies seem willing to finance a pilot plant operation. Once one
subject field is coded and "mechanized,"
it will take much less time and money
to "digest" the others.
The Committee's studies to date have
emphasized the importance of welldefined terminology as the basis for
establishing effective indexing, classifying, and searching systems. For this
reason the Committee is anxious to obtain collections of terminology now being used by SLA members for indexing,
classifying, filing, searching or otherwise managing scientific and technical
information. T e r m i no 1o g y constitutes
the common denominator between various systems and procedures, including recently developed mechanized systems.
It would be particularly helpful to
the Committee if notes as to the meaning of various terms and indications of
any s p e c i a l i z e d uses were provided
along with the terminology lists. It
would expedite the Committee's activ-
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ities greatly if terms could be supplied
on three-by-five cards with one term
per card together with notes on meaning or special uses.
Please write to Mr. Kent for details
as he is undertaking to prepare the
compilation of terminology and to conduct comparative studies of usage and
meaning. By cooperating with the Committee, SLA members can insure that
their points of view as to the meaning
and use of terminology are taken into
account in the Committee's activities in
connection with indexing, classifying
and searching systems. Interested members who cooperate will be kept informed of the progress of the project.

SLA TRANSLATION POOL

Effective January 1, 1955, The
John Crerar Library announced a
change in its rates for photocopying work. Copies of items in the
Translation Pool are now obtainable at the following costs:
Photostat $1.40 for each seven pages
or fraction of the same translation.
Microfilm seventy cents for each
twenty-five pages or fraction of the
same trans,?ation.
The additional service charges of
$1 .OO for each item supplied in
photocopy or $1.50 for each item
supplied on loan remain the same.
Carnegie Tech Scholarship

Geffin, Dunn and Company, of New
York City, has established a scholarship valued at $500 per year for a student of printing management at Carnegie Institute of Technology.
The scholarship is a memorial to
William Edwin Rudge, founder of the
company. Before his death in 1931,
Rudge played a major role in raising
the professional and artistic standards
of commercial printing in this country.
A faculty committee of the School of
Printing Management will select the
first scholarship winner before May 15,
1955. The award is effective September 1. 1955.

Chapter Highlights
Southern California

Management leaders and educators
were invited to attend the panel discussion on "The Value of Special Libraries to Management," a feature of the
Southern California Chapter meeting
January 18.
Dr. Lawrence C. Powell, librarian,
University of California at Los Angeles, served as moderator.
Participating on the panel were Harriet Howe, acting director of the School
of Library Science at the University of
Southern California, who spoke on
"The Training of a Special Librarian;"
Dr. William M. Simpson, head of the
Structures Research Department of the
U. S. Naval Civil Engineering Research
and Evaluation Laboratory, whose subject was "The Role of the Library in a
Research Organization;" and Professor
Robert D. Gray, director of Industrial
Relations Section of the California Institute of Technology, who discussed
"The Role of the Library in a Business
Organization."
The Southern California Chapter has
submitted the following resolution to
the SLA Executive Board:
WHEREAS,the Southern California
Chapter members are for the most part
unable to attend Executive Board and
Advisory Council meetings held on the
East Coast because of the expense involved; and
WHEREAS,the Special Libraries Association is, or should be, constantly recruiting members to hold Executive
Board positions; and
WHEREAS,many Southern California
Chapter members would like to offer
their services if the time and cost involved were not so prohibitive; and
WHEREAS,on the few occasions an
Executive Board meeting has been held
in locations other than New York or
Chicago, the local chapter has shown a
lively interest in the proceedings; therefore, be it

RESOLVED,that the Southern California Chapter, by its Executive Board,
in the meeting held October 27, 1954
tenders the following proposal for consideration to the Executive Board of
the Special Libraries Association :
1. The number of Executive Board
meetings held each year be decreased from three to two meetings each
year;
2. That one of these meetings be held
in connection with the Annual Convention;
3. That the other of these meetings be
held in a place geographically opposed to the location of the Convention, such meetings being located in
a different place each year, giving
local chapters an opportunity to see
the workings of the Executive Board
at first hand;
4. That, since the prohibitive factor is
the cost involved, rather than the
time, the Executive Board meeting
held during the winter be extended
in order that all business be transacted.
Locating Executive Board meetings
geographically over the country would
open up a whole new potential of members in the Midwest and Far West.
Chapter members in the areas selected
would welcome a chance to see the Executive Board and Advisory Council in
action; a greater esprit de corps would
develop and many more members would
become really interested in the work of
the Association.
The Southern C a l i f o r n i a C h a p t e r
therefore extends an invitation to the
Executive Board to hold a meeting in
the Los Angeles area, winter, 1955.
The Executive Board and Advisory
Council of Special Libraries Association
will meet in regular session on March
3-5, 1955 at the Jung Hotel in New
Orleans, Louisiana. The SLA Louisiana
Chapter has planned a special meeting
to fete SLA visitors.
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Have you heard
SLA Scholarship

The Scholarship and Student Loan
Fund Committee of the Special Libraries Association announces a $1,000
scholarship to be granted for graduate
study in librarianship. The scholarship
is to be used for work leading to a degree at an accredited library school.
Applicants must be college graduates
of high academic achievement who
need financial assistance in obtaining
the professional education necessary for
work in the special library field.
The Special Libraries Association is
an international organization of Librarians working in libraries and information centers built around special subjects and serving business, industry,
science, social welfare, government and
the arts. The Association has over five
thousand m e m b e r s in t w e n t y - n i n e
chapters throughout the United States
and Canada, as well as members in
other countries.
Application blanks and details of eligibility for the scholarship award may
be obtained from the Executive Secretary, Special Libraries Association, 3 1
East Tenth Street, Mew York 3, N. Y.
Applications must be received by the
Scholarship and Student Loan Fund
Committee of the Association by March
1, 1955. The award will be announced
at the annual convention of the Association in Detroit, Michigan, June 1955.

. ..

to the problems of the consumer and
the applications of the microtechniques
to business and industry.
A comprehensive exhibit of equipment, accessories and supplies will be
featured.
All who are interested in microreproduction and associated documentation,
records management and office procedure problems are invited to attend.
Advance registration blanks may be obtained from the Association Offices, 19
Lafayette Avenue, Hingham, Massachusetts.

* * *

MLA Scholarships

The Medical Library Association is
offering four scholarships of $150 each
for summer school courses in medical
library work in 1955, two at Columbia
University and two at Emory University.
Applications for these scholarships
should be made to the school at the
time of application for enrollment. Since
credentials must be approved in advance, application for admission should
be made as far as possible before the
date of opening of the session and sufficiently early in the year to permit the
schools to pass upon the credentials
and forward applications for scholarship to the Medical Library Association. Transcri~t of academic records
should be submitted to the school even
if applicant is not a candidate for a de* * *
gree. April 1, 1955, is the Association's
National Microfilm Association
closing date for scholarship applicaThe National Microfilm Association tions and candidates must already have
will hold its Fourth Annual Meeting at been accepted by the school. Complethe Sheraton Plaza Hotel, Boston, Mas- tion of either course will enable a stusachusetts, March 24-25, 1955.
dent with a bachelor's degree and one
The program will feature papers, year's library school training to qualify
panel discussions and other events cov- for Grade I certification by the Medical
ering the status, use and progress of the Library Association.
techniques of microreproduction includThe course at Columbia University
ing microtransparencies (microfilm) and on The Medical Library is offered July
micro-opaques (microprint). New tech- 5-August 12; registration, June 30 and
niques, applications, equipment and ex- July 1. It is a survey and evaluation of
perience will be discussed and illus- library resources in medicine, with emtrated. Particular attention will be paid phasis on bibliographical and informa-
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tion sources. Some attention is given to
special service problems in medical libraries. The course will be given by
Thomas P. Fleming, librarian, College
of Physicians and Surgeons. It carries a
credit value of three points. Tuition is
$75.00; registration, $10.00. For further information write to The Dean,
School of Library Service, Columbia
University, New York 27, N. Y.
Emory University offers a course in
Medical Libraries July 18-August 20.
The purpose of the course is to give an
introduction to medical library resources and their use in medical education, medical research, and care of the
patient. A major portion consists of a
survey of the literature and its bibliographical control. Attention will be given
to literature searching as an aid in
medical i n v e s t i g a t i o n . Consideration
will also be given to the application of
library techniques, administration, and
procedures to medical librarianship. The
instructor for the course is Mildred
Jordan, librarian of the Calhoun Medical Library, Emory University Medical School. It has a credit value of five
quarter hours and meets ten hours a
week. Tuition is $60.00; matriculation,
$5.00. For application forms and further
information write to The Director, Division of Librarianship of Emory University, Emory University, Georgia.

obtaining house organs, trade journals,
memoranda from industrial corporations, press releases (and how to use
them), industrial films and mimeographed documents and reports on government-sponsored research by industry, universities and government agencies.
Mr. Shank said there has been a great
demand for this type course. "It is becoming increasingly difficult to find
qualified librarians who know the subject or literature of engineering," he
said. "This is the only course in engineering literature offered by an accredited school of library service at this
time. As nearly as I can tell, it is the
only course of its kind ever offered."
Mr. Shank, who has had both industrial and academic experience, has a
B.S. degree in Electrical Engineering, a
B.A. degree in Librarianship and a Master's Degree in Business Administration.
The course will be held daily during
the summer session. Three points graduate credit in the Columbia School of
Library Service will be offered. Tuition
and registration fees are $82.00.
Obituaries

Engineering Literature Course

LUCYCONDELL,retired chief librarian of the Veterans Administration in
Lyons, New Jersey, died on December
10, 1954.
Miss Condell was a member of SLA's
New Jersey Chapter.

The first course ever to be offered in
engineering information sources and
literature will be given by the Columbia University School of Library Service during the regular summer session
July 5, 1955 through August 12, announced Dr. Robert Leigh, acting dean
of the School.
Russell Shank, librarian of the Engineering and Physical Science Libraries at Columbia, will teach the course,
which will survey and evaluate library
resources in engineering and physical
sciences. I t is designed to meet problems of academic and industrial librarians. I t will also discuss methods of

RICHARDHOLLANDJOHNSTON,retired librarian of Bureau of Railway
Economics of the Association of American Railroads, died on January 2, 1955.
Mr. Johnston organized the Bureau's
library in 1910 and for thirty-seven
years supervised the development of
the largest transportation reference library in the world. His Railway Economics (1912), served as a guide for
many transportation libraries organized
in this country.
An Honorary Member of SLA, Mr.
Johnston was a former president ( 191415) of the Association.
SPECIAL LIBRARIES

Off the Press
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PRACTICEFOR
A MANUALO F CATALOGING
CATHOLIC AUTHOR AND TITLE ENTRIES.
Being Supplementary Aids to the ALA and
Vatican Library Cataloging Rules. By Oliver
L. Kapsner. (Studies in Library Science
No. 2. Edited by James J. Kortendick)
Washington, D. C.: The Catholic University
of America Press, 1954. 107p. Paper, $2.
A guide in cataloging religious names, official
designations of Catholic organizations and
THE COMMUNICATION
OF SPECIALIZED
INFOH- liturgical literature.
MATION. Papers presented before the Seven1954-55 HANDBOOK
OF THE CATHOLIC
LIBRARY
teenth Annual Conference of the Graduate
ASSOCIATION.
An Annual Record of Its OfLibrary School of the University of Chificers, Committees and Members and Accago, August 11-15, 1952. Edited by Martivities. Glen Ellyn, Illinois: The Catholic
garet E. Egan. Chicago: American Library
Library Association, 1954. 104p. Paper, $10.
Association, 1954. 128p. $4.
The papers describe some of the changes that
RULES FOR USE I N THE CATALOGUING
DEhave been taking place, the problems raised
PARTMENT OF THE NATIONALFILM LIBRAand the solutions which have been devised as
RY. 3rd ed. rev. London: The British Film
a result of the "revolution" in the field of
Institute ( 164 Shaftesbury Avenue) 1954.
specialized information. Increasing specializa40p. App. $1.
tion in all fields through changing methods

CATALOGUING
PRINCIPLESAND PRACTICE:AN
INQUIRY.Edited with an introduction by
Mary Piggott. London: The Library Association, 1954. 159p. App. $2.
Lectures delivered a t the University of London
School of Librarianship and Archives in
March 1953. Includes chapters on the use of
punched cards and cataloging in special libraries.

and agencies in research, and as a result of
shifts in the organization and relationships of
scientific, industrial, and governmental activities, are discussed in relation to the direction which professional library policy should
take to handle the publication of new knowledge for the benefit of those who can make
use of it.
Contributors to the volume include Verner
Clapp, Eugene Scott, Eugene Miller, Dwight
Gray, Robert Tumbleson, Mortimer Taube,
Morris B. Ullman, Frederick Harbison, Shirley
Harper, Jesse Shera, and Margaret Egan, who
acted as editor of the volume.

SCIENTIFICBOOKS, LIBRARIESAND COLLECTORS. A Study of Bibliography and the
Book Trade in Relation to Science. By
John L. Thornton and R. I. J. Tully. London: The Library Association, 1954. 288p.
App. $3.50.
SIMPLE LIBRARYCATALOGING.
By Susan Grey
Akers. 4th ed. Chicago: American Library
Association, 1954. 250p. $5.
A practical manual for day-to-day guidance of
the inexperienced librarian. New features include a chapter on cataloging and care of
audio-visual materials.

TECHNICALSERVICESI N LIBRARIES.AcquisiTHE FUNCTIONOF THE LIBRARY
I N THE MODsitions, Cataloging, Classification, Binding,
ERN COLLEGE.Papers presented before the
Photographic Reproduction, and Circulation
Nineteenth Annual Conference of the GradOperations. By Maurice F. Tauber and Asuate Library School of the University of
sociates. New York: Columbia University
Chicago, June 14-18, 1954. Edited by HerPress, 1954. 487p. $6.50.
H.
Fussler.
Chicago:
The
University
of
man
A fundamental text and indispensable referChicago Press, 1954. 117p. $3.75.
ence work in the practice and administration
The only recent wide-scope attempt to deal
of technical services. Developed through use
directly with problems of the college library,
in mimeographed form a t the Columbia Unithe volume contains papers on the nature of
versity School of Library Service, the present
the book collection, the college library buildvolume has been reorganized and rewritten.
ing, problems of financing, the place of the
No definitive or exhaustive treatment is claimnewer media in the undergraduate program
ed. Procedures which vary in libraries or which
and other subjects of current concern.
have been described adequately elsewhere are
A HISTORYO F THE SCHOOLO F LIBRARYSER- not included. While the volume will interest
librarians generally, problems relating to the
VICE, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY. By Ray
research library are given emphasis. Includes
Trautrnan. New York: Columbia University
selected bibliographical references on each
Press, 1954. 85p. $2.
topic.
The career of the oldest library school in the

U. S. presented in concise and lively form.
The gradual growth of the idea of professional
librarianship outlined here gives this book
special meaning for librarians and educators.

FEBRUARY, 1955

THE UNIVERSITY
OF VIRGINIALIBRARY18251950. Story of a Jeffersonian Foundation.
By Harry Clemons. Charlottesville: University of Virginia Library, 1954. 229p. $5.

CALENDAR
FEBRUARY 21

SLA Pittsburgh Chapter. Royal York
Apartment. James C. Smith, Postmaster, Pittsburgh, speaker. "Postal
Rates, Regulations and Problems of
Special Libraries."
MARCH 1

SLA New Jersey Chapter. West
Orange. Westwood Restaurant. Dinner and visit to the Kessler Institute.
MARCH 3-5

SLA Executive Board and Advisory
Council Meeting. New Orleans. Jung
Hotel.

Make Your Plans Now to Attend

SLA C O N V E N T I O N
Statler Hotel
Detroit, Michigan

June 12-16, 1955

MARCH 6-12

American Society of Photogrammetry
and American Congress on Surveying
and Mapping. Joint Meeting. Washington, D. C. Shoreham Hotel.
MARCH 11

SLA Philadelphia Council. Philadelphia. Penn Shenvood Hotel. Dr. Raymund Zwemer, chief, Science Division, Library of Congress, speaker.
"Hidden Treasures: The Little Known
Resources of the Library of Congress."
MARCH 22

SLA Washin&on, D. C. Chapter with
Science - ~ e c h n o l b and
~ ~ Geography
and Map Groups. Coolidge Auditorium. Hugh Odishaw, speaker. "International Geophysical Year."

ASSISTANT TECHNICAL LIBRARIAN
Woman with B.S. in Chemistry for abstracting, technical searches, reference work and
miscellaneous duties in new petroleum research library. Technical library experience
desirable but not essential.
Director of Personnel

Universal Oil Products Company
30 Algonquin Road
Des Plaines, Illinois

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Positions open and wanted-50 cents per line;
minimum charge $1.50. Copy must be received
by 5th of month preceding month of publication.
Address Executive Secretary, Special Libraries
Association, 31 E. I0 St., New York 3, N . Y .

POSITIONS WANTED

WOMAN, ABLS, MS, desires college or special library position. 20 years experience in
administration, ordering, cataloging and reference work. A15

POSITIONS OPEN
BIBLIOGRAPHER. Man or woman with
background in chemistry and physics with
knowledge of languages, preferably German
and French, to prepare annotated bibliographies in the field of pulp and paper. The
Institute of Paper Chemistry, Box 498, Appleton, Wisconsin.

Unusual opportunity to direct a competent library staff in the development
of technical libraries and to provide progressive library services for varied scientific research programs in atomic energy
a t the Oak Ridge National Laboratory.
This position requires a t least a master's
degree in library science with an exceptional knowledge of technical library
methods and p r o c e d u r e s . C a n d i d a t e s
should have five or more years experience in responsible technical library
work. Attractive salary commensurate
with experience and qualifications of
applicant. Excellent employee benefit
plans.
Send complete resume of education and
experience to:

Technical Personnel Office
Carbide and Carbon Chemicals Co.
a division of

Union Carbide and Carbon Corp.
Post Ofice Box P

Oak Ridge, Tennessee

Please Mention Special Libraries When Answering Advertisemenfs
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SPECIAL LIBRARIES

PUTTING KNOWLEDGE TO WORK

A New Reference Tool for Business
and Financial Libraries

SUBJECT HEADINGS
FOR

FINANCIAL LIBRARIES
Based on the subject headings used by the outstanding financial
libraries of the American Bankers Association, Columbia University
School of Business, Federal Reserve Bank of New York and
Standard and Poor's Corporation.
Compiled by a committee of the Financial Division of Special Libraries Association under the chairmanship of Janet Bogardus,
Librarian, Federal Reserve Bank of New York.

1954

100 pages

$5.00

Order from

SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION
New York 3, N. Y.

31 East Tenth Street

THE BLETCHER-ANCHORS CO.
Printer5 and Publishers

FIFTH FLOOR

704

. . . REA BUILDING

SECOND

AVENUE

P I T T S B U R G H 19, P E N N A .
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FOR

Special Library Service
SUBSCRIPTIONS!
(over 20 Thousand Titles)

BACK NUMBERS!
(over 3 Million in Stock)

PUBLICATIONS!
(over 100 Rejerence Books)
TRY

F . W . FAXON CO., INC.
Boston 15, Mass.

83-91 Francis Street

Continuous Library Service Since 1886

The Executive Board and
Advisory Council
of
SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION

will meet in regular session
MARCH 3-5, 1955
Jung Hotel

*

*-

New Orleans, Louisiana

TO SPECIAL LIBRARIANS
Your professional journals keep you upto-date upon the new publications in
the specialties of your libraries. But
increasingly your libraries - and the
users of your libraries - are lending
support and energy to what are perhaps
best known as "interdisciplinary studies."
Thus more and more the need is felt for
an accurate guide to the significant work
in adjacent fields of study. The only
journal now able to do this for you is
T h e United States Quarterly Book Review. Prepared by The Library of Congress under editorship of Joseph P.
Blickensdcrfer and published for The
Library of Congress by The Swallow
Press, the USQBR has been called by
librarians "the best general current selector of serious books published in the
United States." Subscription rates are
$3.75 domestic, $4.50 foreign.

Reading room corner has attractively
colored adjustable sfeel shelving with

2679 South York Street
Denver 10, Colorado

*

LAFAYETTE, CALIFORNIA

If you are planning a new library
or modernizing an old one, Ames'
experienced library equipment engineers will be glad to assist you.
Write for our helpful illustrated
catalog.
-

W. R. ~
T H E SWALLOW PRESS

Convenienf bookstocks ot end of reading room follow plonned color pattern
and offer low mointenance.

E cornpnnv
S

Established 1910

BOOKSTACK DIVISION
150

Hooper St., San Francisco 7, Calif.
Rr)wcscntatiucs in Principal Cities

FREESTANDING SHELVING. MULTI-TIER CONSTRUCTION
STOR-MOR BOOK DRAWERS. BOOKSTACK ACCESSORIES

Please Mention Special Libraries W h e n Answering Advertisements
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A DISTINGUISHED MODERN AMERICAN LIBRARY

Director: ~ o w a r dF. ~ k a w
Architect: Staub & Rather
General Contractor:
Southwestern Construction Co.

The University of Houston's M. D.
Anderson Memorial Library is another
modern American Library which has
selected VMP bookstacks and library
equipment to establish high functional and
artistic standards for its interior.
Of special interest to all library planners
is the VMP Library Planning Service. . .
with years of specialized experience in
bookstack fabrication. In the very early
stages of planning, VMP can help the
architect and owner in determining the use
and specifications for multi-tier or freestanding bookstacks, shelving. carrel units,
book conveyors. Also, V M P makes
MOBILWALL moveable steel part~tions,
steel doors and frames.
Call on VMP for advice on new library
construction or modernization. W r ~ t efor
complete VMP library bookstack equipment catalog, Dept. SL-2.

LIirginia w e t a l PAoducts, inc.
O R A N G E ,

V I R G I N I A

S u b r i d i a r y o f Chesapeake Industries, Inc.
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W "Oncc again a jury of rcfercncc librarians voted for the top tcn rcfercnce
hooks of thc year . . . First place went
CYCLOPEDIA
OF
to T r r ~NEWCENTIJRY
N A I ~.S. . SOpopular was this choice that
it appcarcd on everyone's list, and was
ranked first by ncarly all thc judges."
- LOUIS SHORES,
Dean of the Library School, Florida State
University, writing in Library fournal.

THE N E W CENTURY
CYCLOPEDIA OF NAMES
"No library, large or small, can be without it. A magnificent publishing achieve-

mcnt. Thcre is nothing comparable in
csistencc." - Professor Albert C. Baugh.
Chairman English Dcpt., University of
Pemsylvania.
"Important for all libraries."

-Alice I-lackett, Publishers' Weekly.
"Should be acquired by almost all libraries. Has cvcry indication of carcful and

cnlightcned cclitorship." -Library lournal.
"A stupendous iob and an invaluable
one. Thesc t.olumcs arc well made, well

printcd and meticulously ed~tcd."
-Alice Dixon Bond, Boston Herald.
"Equal to 5 or 6 yards of other reference
books. \Ve usc ~t to acl\mtagc crcr! d x .

and ~t holds thc placc of honor nc'irest o u r
tclcp1ionc."-Forrest B. Spauldmg, Llbrarlan, Arashua (N. H.) P u b l ~ cLlbrary.
"A mine of information. It is at ollCC a
biographical dictionary, a geographical dictionary, a literary handbook, a companion
to world history, a Biblical guidc, and a
mine of information, from cvcry period."
-St. Louis Globe Democrat.

I

arranged. wit11 20.000 cross references.
A whole library in a single comprehensive
work. T h e e beautiful volumes, each volume
7$4" K 11" x 2%". IIandsornc, dnrablc library
t~inding.Gold <tamping. 4370 pages. Price $39.50
s

r

"Of inestimable value in small libraries,

where choice of rcferencc material is ncccssarily limited, and in well-equipped prll a t e libraries, schools, and collegcs."
-Virginia Kirkus' Bookshop Service.
APPLETON-CENTURY-CROFTS

35 West 32nd St., New

P l e a s e M e n t i o n S p e c i a l Libraries W h e n A n s w e r i n g A d v e r t i s e m e n t s

York 1 , N. Y.

